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Prova.14, 'rymly 7 comer but pity, and tender Fhſe who are ofthe þ 


of Chriſt, in reſpeft of Union with, and in bim ; And'et 
ecanſe of Affiition of Spirit, dare wat manifeſt their right 
toCommunion. It is an Argnment of a dead member, not to 
be ſenſoble of the pain of others that ſuſfer. Weep : with them 
that weep , ſaith the Apoſile: eAnd-it 11 ſome comfort to'a ſad 
diſcouraged-ſoul ,, when God gives-his people afeart to condole 
their (ondition;: When they are not forgotten of the Saints, 

2, Becanſe after I had mentioned my Intention in this thing, 
to thoſe that moved me to the other tach : themſelves and 


 - ethers Wire wellſatisfied , and deſrroms that I ſhonld haſtt# tithe 


work, as faſt as-1 could ; wherenpon I perceived I had a Call to 
3.. Becanſe Iſaw 1 wat bound to it at my-daty laid upon me by 


God himſelf; according ts the Ability given me,to draw it forth 
this way ,.aaWell as otherwiſe. Seeing God ſaith , Iſa. 49.1.2. 
Comfort ye , (,omfort ye my people, ſaith your. God ; Speak, to 
the heart of Jeruſalem ;tell her , "her Tniquity it pardoned, &c. 
SheWing that Feraſalem.queſtianed her pardon, '6r Wai ignorant 
of it; And that. the ſervants of God," which he had enabled for 
. the work,; ſhonld declare it to her , and ſpeak. to. her heart that 


was troubled. that ſhe nj be ſetled. And ſaith the Apoſtle, 
_ the fethle minded. eAnd many other Scriptures to this 
Jag fo at nh gh,” 


. te Tobea Teftimoniall to Brethren and friends from whom 


1. am abſet, that 1 have not fper; my time idly , about vain 


- nt TN 1 have not been With them , but was willing 
yea 


forward the work' of Gadin one kind or other, that might be 


And noW to Joy poor troubled Souls whoſe hearts are heavy, 


_ and Whoſe ſouls bleed with ſorrows., and are full of fears, Who 
 danguiſh wnder terrors : 1 know the objeftions, and ſeraples of 
. Jour bearts are numerons, and of various ſhapes , now appear. 


”ng in one ſhape, then in another : T hink, not that 1can ſpeak. to 
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way trouble jou : Thdve ly ſpoken 


Conde « *. 


ehery Homght or doubt that" 


' td [ach as ſeems ta me (and that by ſome experience of my own al- 
| be the ground-Work or Foundation of moſt of yotey fears and 
' ſhakores. 44 (indeed) for the'preſent , neither time" nar con- 
 "venient, opportunity would give me leave to adde any more. 1 


" "beſeech you deal plainly with your hearts'; Read this Treatiſe, it 


— 


way be you may light of ſomewhat that may refreſh your ſpirits. 
'T akz heed of he 
'( dear friends. ) refuſe to be comforted , when God tenders (om- 


forts to you : The more your hearts are lifted ep With fpiritnall 
Foy, the more cheerfully you Will Walk with God, Look up to 


' God for a bleſſing When you read ; It 'may-be he may open your 


Underſtandings to underſtand the Scriptures , and the dealings Luke 24; 


of God With his People, and to know them for your ſelves, De- 
ſpair zot ,, though you have been dead in your hearts ( not like 
Lazarus is body,two dayes,or four dayes but many dayes )but re- 
member Chriſt will have the glory in raifing you Up. And I be- 
ſeech you,when God hath lifted up your heads (or rather hearts) 
remember mewho am often (tothe grief of my heart ) troubled 


Ovith captivating rebelling fleſ» ; ſhewing it ſelf preſent when I Rom.7. 
 *would and ſhould do good : Intreat that God that # the God of all z Cor. t. 
"conſolation, and: comforts you , to Quicken me, and carry me | 


through in his Work. 
Bus to thoſe Who pretend troubleſome times, becauſe they 


' "Fonld ſeem Saints : that like Di ſſembling beggars, make them> 
ſelves fares where none are , to maintain their Irregular life : 


That delight in fin, ana evil courſes, and would have Gods 
(ountenance ſhine upon them, and aſſurance of Salvation be 


.." given to them , that they might With the more freedom and bold- 


A 


"meſs run on inthe way of wickedneſs : would have the Wages, 


but cannot endure the work : Deſire the end, but care not for 


' | the way or means tht tends to that end: cry Moſanna to Chriſt 


with their mouthes , but crucifie him in heart and life : (hriſt is 


_ lovely to them as a Prieſt , toſave them, but tell them of his 


Kingdom to be ſet up Within them , and without them , in heart 
". andiife, and then he ſeems a Tyrant. Let me tell thee, Whoſs- 


3 ever 


[7 eleeving Satan , or your own hearts,” but beleeve + 
"the Lord ſpeaking in the Scriptmre the Words of God. Do not 
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ever thou art that art of t!,'4 tenÞer, F have ſaid wthing tothes, 
nor. for thee is this Treatiſe. : This corfartable._ Cordiall that 
I have endeauenred to campauud for the comfort of Sowls real 
fck., ſeall become thy poyſon , if thaw offer #0. meaale_ With v. 
T aſte wot 'one' (ip of it I charge thee 3 and if thow. deft, 1 av 
guiltleſs of thy bloud , having given thee a fair Warning. .1 
have written it for the uſe of t F; whoſe hearts God bath touch- 
ed, aud are ſick,of love for him Who ts altogether Lovely : Not 
for ſuch as turn the grace of God into Wantonneſs. So I commit it 
t As namely (1,2. + and ſuch in them, as are moſt experienced in the 
= CY Ft of God Lort troubled ſouls ; eAnd defire to continue,as 


in London - by the grace of God I am, 

meeting uſu- . 

. ally at the glafſe- houſe in Broad ſtreet, The Church in Coventry, The Church in 
Warwick, The Church at Hook- Norton in Oxfordſhire 3 And the Churchmeering 
neer Martin-Hinmarſh in Glouceſterſhire, or any others to whom I am neer related. 


From the Lime-kiln at Pickle- 
Hering in Southwark this A ſervant foc hriſt , and 
1th. of the x 1th. Moneth, the meaneſt of his Saints, 


Danitr King. 


to the bleſſing of God , and the approbation of the (hurches of | 


A Diſcovery of ſome troubleſome 
thoughts, wherewith many Godly 


Precious Souls are burthened and 
extreamly preſſed. 


Together with a Compound of Scripture: 


and experimentall Cordials, for the re- 


freſhing of thoſe who are ſick 
of ſuch a Diſeaſe, &c. 


Luke 24. 38. 


eAnd he ſaid unto them , Why are ye troubled, and why do © 


thoughts ariſe in your hearts ? 


He words contain a reproof or reprehenſion 
of the Diſciples of Chriſt , by Chriſt him- 
ſelf ; laid down by way of Interrogation : 
Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts 
ariſe in your hearts ? Like that of Mar.4.40. 

| | Why are ye ſo fearfull ? and Marth, 21. 25; 

" Why then do you not beleeve on him ? and 
according to that, Iſa. 40.27, Why ſayeſt thou O Facob, and. 
feof O Iſrael, my Way # hid from the Lord; and my. 

B 7rdgement is paſſed over from my God? 

| | The: .. 
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Diviſon, 


Meaning 
of the words, 


T, 
Troubled, 


BE A diſcovery of ſome troubleſome thoughts 


The words conſiſt of two parts. 
T. The thing for which Chriſt reproveth them, though i n 
a loving. ſweet' manner I confeſs for being ſo troubled, - ,* 


*. 


2. The ground of this their trouble, Thoughts arifitlg! 


in their hearts. -- CERES 

Andit appears it was a reproof of them, becauſe he {abouc- 
eth to take them off from this diſtemper, in the next words'y 
Behold my hands, and my feet , thar-it is I my. ſelf: for they 
were troubled through a miltake, thinking they had ſeen a 
ſpirit, and not Chriſt : And therefore he did not approye of 
ir, but reprovettſ ic! D001) THS7DOOERS 2Þ 

So, ENT OT HLINY 

1, Who it was that ſpeaketh here ; Chriſt himſelf. 

2, To whointhe ſpake ; To his Diſciples, beleevers. 
' 3+ At what time ; And'that was when he himſelf came in 


among them, and was preſent with them, and ſaluted them : 


with peace. Verſ.36. #1 - $5457 0 
For the meaning of the words,I will be brief. 

Trouble, This word is ſet out to us diverly.ip Scripture, 

I, Sometimes it ſignifieth povertie. 1 Chron. 22.14. /» my 

trouble( or povertie ) faith David, 7 have prepared for the 


houſe of the Lord, 'This is ſpoken Metonymically,the cauſe for _ 


the effec. 
2. Ir ſignifieth to be ſhortened. Job'21. 4. hy ſhonld wot 
»ny Spirit be troubled ?\ The Hebrew reading-is, . /bortened, 


When a man is ſtraightened, and cannot be ſo enlarged as he. 


would be: Its a phraſe taken from one that is overburthened, 
and is fo preſſed down that he cannot look up, nor go fot- 
ward, but falleth ſhort of what he would reach.or attain 
to; And ſoisfilled with perplexities and fears; - 41 * 7) 

3. It importeth wearineſs , or to be tired under a burthen, 
Nehem.9.32. O our God, let not all the trouble ſeems little be. 
fore thee ; the Hebrew reading is , Wearine/s. It meaneth fo 
to be burthened as not'to be able to ſtand up underit ; Pf38. 
6, 1 am troubled ( Hebr. Wryed)) I am bowed doWn greatly, 
T go monrning all the day. So that it is to be writhen or wrycd 


aſide , and bowed down under ſome Burden,into a mourning 


condition, 


Nt 


condi! 
ſhewlit 


and a: 


"Palin 


gredic 


"have { 


nor-ne 
WCEAarn 


ſtrait 
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Wherewith many Godly Souls are tronbled, 
condition, The word is ſometimes joyned wich anguiſh, 
ſhewing the vexation of the heart. | Job-I5. 24. Troxble 
and anguiſh ſhall make hins afraid ;. ſometimes with ſorrow. 
 Plalin16.3, 1 found troxble and ſorrow, Now allitheſe are in-. 
gSfedients-into theſe .choughts 3 and it is as if Chriſt ſhould. 
"have ſaid, why are ye ſo poor that ye have no confidence, 
nor-no/ Toy in your hearts ? Why are ſo diſtempered, and 
wearied, and burthened in your ſelves > Why are ye fo, 
ſtaightened., and ſo full of anguiſh and ſorrow, that ye 
cannor {tretch out your hearts to belecye, and quiet your ſouls 
- in-God through Chriſt ? 

Again, conlider where the ſeat of this trouble was; in the 
heart, or-ſpiric ; It was not upon the Body , nor ſtate, nor 
name ; 'but upon the Soul: | fob do 
Conſider again, whence this trouble aroſe; from thoughts. 

. Some Tranſlacions read it dowbrings ; It lignifieth diſtraRing 
thoughts, turbulent thoughts, or debatings and Reaſonings, 
whereby the heart is diſcouraged, and begins to fink under its 
burchen ; and is tired with muſings,and toflings up and down, 
through fear and doubt: like that Mat. 6.25. Take no thought - 

for your life ; that is, diſtruſtfull chought , to be of doubttull 


Chriſt endeavoureth to Arm them againſt. Mar. 13.11. And 
fuch thoughts David ſpeaketh of, Pial. 94. 19. In the mwlti« 
' tude of my thoughts - Within me ,. thy comforts delight my 
Sox! ; Thoughts: arifing from a: mixture of unbelief ; fo 
this place ſheweth ; they heleeved nor chat it-was Chriſt,and 
' thereupon thoughts a:oſe. Contrary to that Matt. 21.27. If 
you have faith , and donbt not ; But theſe were like Peters 
thoughts about the viſion, «{&. 10. 17. When he knew not. 
. What to pitch upon , nor how to have his heart ſatisfied ; But 
| Ricks in doubts, and fears, and ſcruples, and cannot get our. 
And ſuch kind of thoughts trouble the heart exceedingly, 
Dan. 5.6. Then the Kings countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him ; lo verſe 10. O King , let not thy 
thoughts trouble thee. SO Mary, Luke 1;29. It is laid, She 
was troubled at the Angels ſaying , and caſt in her mind, what 
Wt 7 E Sp: - manner 


——— 


mind, or'to hang in carefull ſuſpence ; * Such thoughts *Luke,; - -- 
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A diſcovery of ſome troubleſome thoughts 
manner of ſalutation this ſhould be. It ſtuck in her mind, ang 
troubled her for the preſent, 
Ariſe in your hearts. | pen 
It is a metaphor taken from the rifing of clouds, or miſts, 
whereby the ſhining face of the Sun is obſcured from the 
Earth : So by the riſing of theſe thoughts, and doubts , the 
ſweet preſence of Chriſt, that was among them, now was 
obſcured,and not ſo pleaſant to them. | | 
Sometimes me thinks, The Interrogation carrieth the face 
of an Admiration ; Why are YE troubled * YE, And why do 


thonghts ariſe in YOUR hearts? What you my Diſciples that are, 


beleevers ! John 14. 1. Ye beleceve in God; You that have 
been fo intimate with Chriſt , that have had ſo much experi» 
ence of Chriſt ! did not I tell you-that after three dayes;] 
ſhould riſe again ? have not you formerly had fiveer Commu- 
nion with me ? ſtrange ! why are ye troubled ? But I take it 
to be a gentle reproof. | 

Again con(ider,whence thoſe thoughts aroſe;fromthemlelys, 
not fromChrilt;from a principle of theirown hearts,for it was 
in their hearts that they roſe, and from their hearts: Chriſt ſaid; 
peace be unto you ; but they aroſe from their own ſuppelici- 
ons, and miſtakes,as appeareth from verſ. ;7, They were terri- 
fied, aud affrighted,and ſuppoſed they had ſeen a ſpirit. 

The words ſhew alſo the certainty of theſe beleevers- or 
Diſciples trouble of mind, by the Ingemination. of the 
Quettion ; #hy are ye troubled, and why do thonghts ariſe in 
Jour hearts ? he doth not ſay- are ye troubled ? and do 
thoughts ariſe ? bur why is it ſo ? Implying a certainty, 

T hope the words are cleared up ; I come now to the ob- 
ſervations, | 


And firſt from the Interrogation bye: 1i 


Why are ye troubled ? &c, Whence obſerve a truth impli- | 


citely infolded in the words; that is this, 
That the Saints of God,the Diſciples of Chriſt, even in Go. . 

ſpel rimes,are ſubjeRto trouble of mind,8 diftemperof ſpiric. 
2. Why are jetroubled, and why? &c. Chriſt acketh them 

the reaſon of it, ſhewing it was not from him, 7 


Whence C 


_— 


 Wherewith many Godly S013 are troubled. 


' , -  Whence obſerve again, 
 Thatit is not from Chriſt, bue principally from a beleever 


* himſelf, and his own heart, that he is ſo much troubled as 


he is. 

3. From the-ground of their trouble, Thoughts,or doubt- 
ings that aroſe in their hearts, I obſerve again, 
- Thereis corruption enough in the heart of every beleever 
{if it did but ſhew ir ſelf) to trouble him , and mightily 
diſtemper him. Rom.7. Paxl telleth us fin dWelled in him, and 
When he Would do good evil Was preſent, and the Law in hs 


, | members rebelled againſt the Law of hu mind ; and now ſee 


how it troubled him, verſ. 24. O Wretched man that I am | 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? Many wonder 
that beleevers ſhould be troubled in Goſpel times ; Why ſo ? 


Are beleevers free fromthe ſtirring and moving of corrupti- 
- on? and ſo long as unbelief oppoſeth faith , and the fleſh 
 loſteth againſt the ſpiric, is it any wonder to ſee them trou- 


bled ? 
4. From the Ingemination, or doubling of the Queſtion; 
Why,and why ? 
I note, 
That it behoveth a Chriſtian in trouble of ſpirit, to obſerve 


"the ground whence it riſeth. 


5. Why are ye troubled 2 Why ſee ver/. 37. It was a miſ- 


| take; forthey had cauſe to have rejoyced ; becauſe they were 


not acquainted with the manner of Chriſts appeararice ar that 
time,they utterly miltake and make contrary conſtruQions of 


his appearance. | 
| - Whence I note, 


That many times, the Saints and people of God, are migh- 


tily troubled,and perplexed in their hearts,aud ſpirits, when 
they have cauſe to rejoyce, and be comforted. 

6. From the generall ; That Chriſt reproveth them for it, 
and laboureth to help them againſt ir, as appears ver. 39.39.40. 
And he ſaid unto them,why are ye troubled, and Why do thoughts 


B atiſein your hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet , that it is 
' 1my ſelf : handle me and ſee me ; for a Spirit hath not fleſh and 
5 TR B 2 
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Reaſons. 
' That hewould 
= - not have them 


diſcouraged, 


The Dotrin raiſed. 


bones; a ye ſee me to have. And when he had thus ſpoken, hs || 


 ſhewed them his hands, and his feet. 
I obſerve again, 


That Chriſt would not have his _ tire themſelves, and } 


burden themſelves with lying under diſcouraging thoughts, 
to trouble and affcight their own hearts with doubtings and 
diſcouragements. Or thus. 


Chriſt would not have his people lie under diſcouragement || 


of heart. He reproves it here, and heips them againſt ir, 

Johan 14. r. Saith Chriſt to his Diſciples, Let not your heart be 

troubled ; there was cauſe enough a man would think, Chriſt 

relleth them he muſt ſuffer , and they ſhould all be ſcattered 

from him, and Peter ſhould deny him that night ; Ir was like 

to be a ſad time ; yet ſaich he, Lex not your heart be troubled: 

neither let it be afraid, verl.27. So Mar,13.7. Be ye not tro. 

bled , when you hall hear of this and this. So alſo the Scrip- 

ture is clear Iſa.56. 3. Neither let the Sow of ihe franger, that 

bath joyned himsſelf to the Lord, ſpeak, ſaying , the Lord bath 

ntterly ſeparated me from his people : neither let the ennuch ſay, 

Behold, I am a dry tree. Let them not ſay ſo, ſaith God; as 

if he ſhould ſay ; Let them not ſay ſo, ſaith God, as if 
I had caſt them off,' or had no mercy for them. So inthe 

43.and 43. Pſalmes, #hy art thou caſt down, Oh my ſoul, and. 
Why art thou diſquieted within me ? See how the Spirit of 
God pguideth him to debate the buſineſs, why there was ſuch a 

hurry in his heart, Chriſt would not have his people do fo. 

Hebr.12.5. He would not have them forget that exhortati- 

on that ſpeaketh unto them as to children,' 1y ſor, deſpiſe not 

oy the correfiion of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 

of him. 

I ſhall a little follow and clear up this point , for the in- 


couragement of drouping foals , whoſe hearts languiſh under Þ 


terrours. 

And I ſhall ſhew reafons for the confirmation of it, and 
they are of two ſorts; 

I., Reaſons to ſhew that he would not have them diſcour 


\raged, 
2, Why 
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Reaſons to clear it, 
) 2, Why he would not. - den 
Firſt, That he would not; te 

7. It appeareth from the frequency of the promiſe; you can 
hard ly read any part of the word , but you light thick and 


_ threefold upon the promiſes. Now if God would have had 
- hispeople to lie languiſhing under ſorrows, and perplexing 


themſelves with'thoughts, ſinking under diſcouragements, he 
would never have left ſuch ſtore of promiſes upon record for 
them as he hath done. Conſider what a promiſe there is 
Zohn 14. 18. I will not leave you comfortle(s, I will come. to you. 
Methinksthis ſhould bear up the heart ; God will not leave 
you Orphans (for ſo the word is) in a deſticate, fad, helpleſs 
condition, as uſually Orphans are ; and 7/a. 51. 13, 1, even [ 


am he that comforteth you ; who art thou, that thor ſhouldeſt be 


afraid of a man that ſhall die? &c. Mark, I am he, and Who 
art thou ? As if he ſhould ſay who art thou, that thy heart 
ſhould (ink under ſuch promiſes ? when (not another but) I 
am he that is thy comforter, -I beſcech you poor ſouls; de but 


. conſider how God doth inculcate, and urge his promiſes to 


his people to chear them up, /a, 41. 9,10. Thow whom [ 
have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the 


Chief men thereof, and (aid unto thee, thou art my ſervant, 1 


have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away ; here is [weet.incour- 
agements. But mack now, Fear thou not, for lam with thee; 
be not diſmaid; for I am thy God ; 1 will ftrengthen thee, yea, I 
Will help thee, yea, 1 will uphold thee with the right handof my 
righteouſneſs. O but may ſome ſay,I am a poor worm, have 
nothing that is lovely, nor deficeable in me, an unworthy 
wretch. Why ſee ver/. 14. Fear not thow worm Jacob, and 


yee-men .of Iſrael, I will help thee ſaith the Lord, and thy Re- 


deemer, the holy . one of 1ſrael, And ſaith Peter. 2. Pet. 1.4. 
There is given to us exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
that by theſe you ſhould be partakers of the Divine Nature. 
Now the Divine Nature is not ſubje& co theſe vexations and 
troubles; Therefore from the frequency of the promiſes, 
and the end of them, we may well conclude God would not 
have his people lic under diſcouragments. © 

D 2 | 2, De- 


Iſa.43 3." 


1 The Dotirin | 

2. Becauſe he hath given them of his Spirit, to cry Abba 
Father. Now if he give them the ſpirit of adoption, it argues 
clearly he would not have them diſcouraged, 70b.14.16. I wil 
pray the father (ſaith Chriſt)and he ſhall give you another com- 


forter, that he may abide with you for ever,even the ſpirit &c.. 


Rom. 8, 16. The ſpirit witneſſeth with our ſpirits, that we are 
the ſons of God. Now if he grye his ſpirit to this end te com- 


. fort the Saints,and witneſs their adoption,then it muſt needs 


follow he would not have them diſcouraged. 
3. Becauſe he cals for, and requires that the miniſtry of 
conſolation be performed, 1/a. 40. 1. 2. Comfort ye, comfort 


Je my people, ſaith your God. Speak,ye comfortably to feruſa-' 
lem: tell her, her iniquity is pardoned, and her Warfare is ac-. 


compliſhed, See whar a ſtrict charge here is to comfort the 
people of God. Yea, and God challengeth the falſe pro- 
phers for nor performing this miniſtery ; but aRing contrary 


coit; Ezek.13.22. Becanſe with lies. ye have made the heart 


of the righteous ſad, whom-I not made ſad ; therefore ye ſhall ſee 
20 more vanity or divine divination, &c. And Cap.34 16,17. 
I8, When the prophets negleRed rending and tendring the 
ſheep, fee what the Lord faith; I will ſeek that which was loſt, 
and bring again thar which was driven away , and will bind 
up'that which was broken, and will ſtrengthen that which 
was ſick;but T will deftroy the fat and the ſtrong ; and I will 
feed them with judgement. Now then if God take ſuch care 
that they may be comforted, and undertake for. them, then 
he would not have them diſcouraged. 405 

4. Becauſe God the Father hath given Commiſſion to 


Chriſt, ro rake ſpecial care of them, that they be not overborn: ., 


And Chriſt hath undertaken it. e A bruiſed reed hall be not 
break, and ſmoaking flax Will he not quench, be will bring forth 
Zndgement into vifttory. This is the glory of Chiilts King- 


. dom, thathe ſhall ſupport the weak ; and this Chrilt gives 


in charge to Peter, 1t he love him, to feed his Lambs. And 
the Apoſtle gives ſpeciall charge ro the Churches, to com- 
for one another ;/ 1 Thefl.4.18. 7herefore comfort one anv- 
ther With theſe Words, And 5.14. I beſeech you brethren, 
ſupport 


_ Confirmed by Reaſons. 


ſupport the weak , comfort the feeble-minded 3: Therefore 


he would not have them lie under diſconragements; .- > - 
The 2. ſort of Reaſons are why he would not,&c: 


2 


1 Reaſons why - 


1- Becauſe he. is- very pitifull , and tender ; Agood.body God would 


- would have no body hurt, no not ſo-much as' a prick witha 
pin , nor a fillip with the finger :' a quiet meek ſpirit: is ſo 
tender. So is God of his people, Jam.5.11: The. Lord i 
very pitiful : conſider theend the Lord maketh, that he is 
very pitifull : he delighteth in mercy ; ic;'7.. And, not ifi 
oppreſſing thy foul. Lam, 3. 33. He deth wot afftict willingly, 
nor grieve the children of men,, He took itill,. that bis people 
(hoald father and faſten their diſcouragements upon him ; 
Iſa. 40.27. hy ſayeſt thou,O. facob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael 
Way #« hid frotua the Lord,wnd wy; judgement is paſſed over from 
m7 God? Why doſt ſay fo 1/#ael ? there is no: cauſe atall; he is 
ſo far from lighting thee', that he giveth power to the fainr, 
. and to them that have no might he increaſech ſtrength : there- 
fore he would not have them fink into Anxiety and ſadneſs, 

- 2, It appearsto be ſo, From the excellency of. holy re» 
joycipg , and the acceptableneſs of it to God ; God delight. 
eth more in this then in all ſervices whatſoever ; for. all other 
works of the ſpirit flow into this ; And therefore he that was 
to bring his ſacrifice , Det. 26. 34. .among other things 
which be profeſſed, this was one, Thave not eater. thereof 'in 
»y mourning ; Mal.2,12.13.14. And this have ye. done again, 
covering the Altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping, 
- and withcrying out, inſomuch that he regardeth not the of 
fering any more, nor receiveth it with good will at your 
hands, Pſal.100.2. Serve the Lord with gladneſ;, come before 
bis preſence With ſinging ; and Pſal. 2.10, Tous with trem< 
bling, Phil,4.4. Kejojce inthe Lord alway , and again T ſay re- 
joyce. Rejoyce evermore, &c. Now if God be ſo well pleaſed. 
- with holy rejoycing, then he would not have his people lie 
' under ſorrows , wounding their hearts and breaking of them 

to pieces under terrors. | 


' 3. Becauſe diſcouragements drive from God,and are con- + 


- trary to Communion which God delights in ;: therefore 


Chriſt 


\ 


not have his 
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The Dottrin Pnfirmed. 


Chtilt khocketh at the door, and calleth for opening ; Rev. 3! 


Cant.5 .2. Pſal.4.8.9; and faitthe would ſap with the Soul ; 
And his fatherand'he would :make their abode there, * A man 


will never go to his judgey/and executioner;: ofre that will cut * 


his throat, till he be perſwaded of favour. ' Tetrours drive 
Cain into the land of Nod, from the preſetice of God. Theres 
fore faith the Lord, I drew them. with the cords of Love. In 
Gods preſence is fulneſs of Joy: therefore the more oppref(- 
fing ſorrow ,. the further from Gods prefence. -Diſcourage- 
ment made Petercry ont , Lake 5.3:9.10. Lord depart from 


me, for 1 am a:ſinfiull man: forhe was aſtoniſhed ,and afraid," - 


as appears by Chriſts incouraging of him. - * | 

+4.- Becauſe this deadens the aRings of /all che works of the 
ſpirit in the heart; God hath: nor the glory of his ſpirit in 
this way :'a fad fullen diſcouraged ſpirit-deadens all; 2 Cor.7; 
19, The ſorrow of the world worketh death." It killeth the ſpi- 
ric, not the body, but deark of duty; it makes a 'man he 
cannot come off with any dexterity of duty, death of care, 
clearing of your ſelves , indignation, fear, vehemenc defire, 
zeal, revenge - it deadens theſe.” Nay it makes 'a-man. titterly 
unfir for ſome ſervices of God , as ſpirituall rejoycing : This 
cauſerh'crying., not ſinging : and rej6ycing'and (inging is a 
piece of: Gods ſervice: 14.65.14. My. ſervants ſhall fing- fer 
Joy of. heart. Sorrow made Hemah unftic for the ſervice of. 
God: 1 $am.1.7./'And Solomo; ſaith Prov.12.25; | Heavineſs 
:2 the heart of' man makes it ſtoop , but a good Word makes it 


lad. The heart is down when it is heavy , and nor ſo fit for | 


ſpirituall ſervices. 
. 5. Becauſe by this diſcouraged troubled frame of ſpiric, 
thou:art made unfit for Gods conſolations ; to receive-:them, 
or-rejoycein him, it is diſtaſtefull to thee ; eLs he that taketh 
away 4 garment in cold Woather, and as \ vinegar upon nitre 
fo. he that fingeth ſongs to a heavy heart. Prov. 25. 20, 
It-will not be born. Therefore mark, when God ſends 
Moſes with a meilage of mercy to //7ae!, and he delivered it 
according to Gods Command, yet they harkned not to him; 
what was the matter 2 Why, for anguiſh of ſpirit, and ſore 
| : EY eo bondage ' 


Ws 


I ' "by Reaſons. 
| bondage. That unficted them for the beleeving the meſſage 
F of, God, and receiving mercy. And the” Plalmilt” in. his 
overwhelmings of ſpirit, P/ad.. 77. ſaich, <AMy forl. refuſed 
10be comforted, : 
F _ 6. Becauſe Chriſt took their troubles upon him, and bare 
* them, Therefore Was hi ſoul troubled, John. 12. 27. and 
 173- 21. Szrely he took, our infirmities, and carryed onr ſor- 
_ foWs,ſaich the Propher //a. 53. Therefore he would have us to 
rejojyce'z yea, he would have his joy remain in his Diſciples, 
- John, 15.11, Now then, if God be ſo tender and pittiful ; 
- Itholy rejoycing be ſo acceptable to him; If trouble of ſpi- 
| rit drives from God ( I mean diſcouragement ) and be con- 
-trary cocommunion ; If it deadens the aRings of the works 
of the ſpirit ; If it makes the ſoul unfit for Gods conſolations; 
. If Chriſt have born our ſorrows of purpoſe to eaſe us ; 
\ Then it muſt needs follow that Chriſt would not have his 
boople diſcouraged ; But-all theſe are true; Therefore the 
cr. 


But fome may fay ; The Apoſtle, James. 4. 9. Bidderh Objc 


Be afflifted, mourn aud Weep : And Chriſt ſaith, Bleſſedare 
 Jethat mourn : Therefore this cannot be ſo. 

I anſwer, that in 7amer, is his councel to thoſe that had 
adulrerated themſelves with the world, as appears by the 
former part of the Chapter; and this mourning is nothing but 
repentance, Godly ſorrow, which Pa#/ was glad was in the 
Corinthians, But the ſorrow we ſpeak of, is — 
| diſcouraging ſorrow: of which Zames. ſpeaks not. An 
thar of Chrilkſp 2 mourning in regard of afflitions and 
perſecutions of the Goſpel which they were to ſuffer for 
Chriſts ſake, or Godly ſorrow: and therefore declares 
thembleſſed : Not to mourn with a diſtruſtful diſtrating 
mourning. So that it makes nothing againſt the point, that 
Chriſt would not have his people lie under diſcouragements. 
" But ſome may ſay again, This is a needleſs poynt : for the 


IT. 


Rin; 


people of God in Goſpel times are not troubled in their ObjeQ.2. 
c 


arts. E : 
I Anſwer, Yea but they be: _—_ appears by theſe conſt- 


derations. 1, Becauſe 


—— 


Uſes of the 
point. 


i. 
Of Informa» 
tion, 


0bjeitions anſwered. 


7. Becauſe ſometimes they want that meaſure of com- v | 
fort, and joy, that they ſhould haye, and might have. Col. 


2. 2. T hat their hearts might be comforted. This was the end 


of Paxls conflia, and Tohn. 16, 24. Aske, andye ſrall receive, | 


that your joy may befull, This ſhews that their hearrs wanted 
comfort, and their joy was not full, Therefore their hearts 
are troubled in Goſpel times. Ms 

.2; Becauſe the Apoſtle took order rhat the people of God 
and Saints might be comforted : Sometimes by ſending 
men of purpoſe to them to comfort them : > which need not 
have been, in caſe they had not wanted comfort. Ephe/. 6. 
22. Paul declareth that he ſent Tychicus of purpoſe ro them, 
among other things, To comfort their hearts. And the ſame 


man counſellech the Corinthians, 2 Corir. 13. 11. to be of - 


good comfort. And he ſent 7 ychicus to the ( ollofſians, to 
comfort their hearts. Co/. 4. $8. And he ſent 7:morthy to the 
Theſſalonians to comfort them concerning their faith.1 Theſ; 
3.2. And exhorteth them, Chap. 4.18. to comfort ove another, 
and.s5. 14, comfort the feeble minded. Somtimes by praying 
thatthey might be comforted. x T he/.2.17.Now. our Lord Je. 
ſas Chriſt, and God even our Father — comfort your hearts, 
and ſtabliſh you in every good word and work. This labor and 
prayers might have been ſpared, if ſaints wanted no comfort 
in Goſpel times, Now I come to Application. 

Is it ſo, That Chriſt would not have his people lie under 
diſcouragements ? Then it informs us, that we may boldly 
ſay and conclude, that God is willing Chriſtians ſhould a» 
bound with the conſolations of God : It igehe will of God 
you ſhould have peace, lookup, rejoyce/and have conſo- 
lation : what | the Saints make a queſtion whether it be not 
Gods will they ſhould lie under ſorrow, and when terrors 
npon themſelves, and not take comfort of the good word 


of God, when it is Gods minde they ſhould beleive, and be - 


cheerful, and rejoyce in God, and not lie dejeRed, but 
look up with Spiritual triumph in the Lord. But we cannot 
be perſwaded of this leſſon: and hence we think we can ne- 
ver affli& our ſelves enough, and rake into our A 

| muey 


* . - I JO 


L be I 4 


God would have Chriſtians rejoyce. 
ſtudy how to keep our ſelves from the conſolarions of God. 
Take-heed of this : for this doth not pleaſe God, that men 
ſhould thus diſcourage themſelves, and be turned out of their 
righe ſpiritual joy. Lam. 3. 31. The Lord will not caſt off for 
ever. But though he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion ac= 
cording to the multitude of his mercies ; for he doth not afflitt 
willingly,nor grewve the children of men. To cruſh under hu feet 
all the priſoners of the earth,To turn aſide the right of a man be- 


fore the face of the moſt high,To ſubvert a man in bu cauſe, the 


Lord approveth not, veri. 33: 34.34. 35. 36.All this is brought 
co this very ſcope, to ſhew it doth not delight the Lord thou 
ſhouldſt be oppreſſed, and afflited : but rather rejoyce, and 
take comfort : the Lord : approves not of thy ſubverting 


_ thy ſelfinthy cauſe',, no more then of another ſubverting 


' thee, - 


Ler metell thee, Ir is utterly againſt God, that we ſhould Tris againſt 
affliR our ſelves, and lanpuiſh under terrors, and affright our 1, 
ſelves with the apprehenſions of wrath : All the reaſons make ', 


it clear, that God would have his people ioyful and chearful. 


Nehemiah, 8. 10. The joy of the Lord & our ſtrength, So that. 


this is againſt God in divers reſpe&s. | 
I. It is againſt the nature of God, whichis filled up with 
Ingredients of goodneſs : it is eight to one. Exod. 34. 6.7. 


'T will make all my goodueſs paſs before thee, ſaith the Lord ; 


And he proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful, and 


"H | bn , long-ſuffering, ani abundant in goodneſs and traths 


ceping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity , trangreſſion 
and ſin, and that will by no meanes clear the guilty, &c. S0 
that this argues, that Gods nature in his diſpeatiticn cowards. 


us, 25 mildneſs, goodneſs, ſweetneſs, However equal in himſelf, 


yet towards us he hath magnified his word above all his Name. 


Pſal. 138, 2. Now his word declareth his attributes, eſpeci= 


” 


ally his attributes of grace, | 
2, It is againſt his offices ; look into the order 


of the three perſons, and they all flow into this, let poor- 


ſouls be comforted : Here! is the ' Father the* foin-" 
tain ſet open; The ſons merit, that poor ſouls debt'be * 


C 2 | paid ? 
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© not look 
' mexcyto ſinners; That is, poor, bumble, repenting, beleiving 


$e 


1t is againſt God that men 


paid : The Spirits diſtribution for the ſu lying, comforting 


of poor ſouls : All their offices are exerciſed for the effeRing 
= carrying on of grace. | on 

3. It 1s againſt Gods Covenant, For.God undertakes our 
part ofthe Covenant \for us where we are ſhort, Iſa. 48.17, 
1 am the Lord thy God, Which teacheth thee to profit, and leas 
deth thee in the way that thou ſhalt go. Jerem. 32. 40. Iwill 
maks an everlaſting Covenant with them, that [ will not turn 
aWay from them to do them gooa, but I will put my fear in their 
bearts, that they ſball not depart from me. Hebr. 8. 1 Will Write 
my law in their hearts, and put it intheir inward parts: And 
IWITLL be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me a people : And 
they ſhall all know me from the leaſt of them to the greateſt : 
for I WILL be merciful te your transgreſſions, and your fins 
and imgquities 1 Will remember no more. 

- 4. Jt is againſt Gods glory: take things rightly : He 
'hath pronounced the glory of his juſtice againſt the unbelie- 
ving world already. John. 3. 18. He that beleeveth not is 
condemned already. And hath reſerved the glory of his grace 
for hiscle& people; he cannot have the glory of his grace 
from Reprobates: It is the glory of his grace to ſaye poor 
humbled ftriners : I came not to call the righteous but ſinners 
toRepentance, For righteous men, grace cannot aR upon 
them.: It is no grace to give a righteous man his wages. 
Again,:to take a rebellious Sinner into grace, and let him 
remain rebelliqus, is not grace : for. Gods countenance can- 
on iniquity to approve of it. But grace is-toſhew 


ſinners, ſuch as ſtoop for mercy; Now here. it is grace ; 
So that God myſt either glorifie his grace in poor hambled 
COOETh or. have no glory of. his grace, Therefore -it is againſt 

Og, 

5. Itis againſt the work of God, his work of creation. in 
thee,and for thee; Iſa.65.Byt be you glad and rejoice for ever in 
that Which d create: for behold I create fernſalemareycing,and 
her:peeple.4. joy. Man ; God never gave thee a,new. hearc, that 
chop {bould 

q thoughts 


eld alwales kt it lie bleeding with diſtratting 


Cy 


ſhould lie under diſconragements; I5 


FT Yern/alem a rejoycing, and her people ajoy. 
= The, Uſe 1s of Reproof. SULRLEW 
5 And itis of thoſe that diſcourage themſelyes, by harbou- 2. Ute of re 
| ringand entertaining diſcouraging heart-breaking thoughts, proof of thoſe 
* 3s Chriſt diſciples here; why do thoughts ariſe in your hearts? that dilcoue 
And'hetein I ſhall endeavour to:propound cafes thar are -: - 0a 
troubles and diſcouragements to the hearrs of many; And © 
to anſwer to them, both by way of reproof,and diſcovery of 
the miſtakes which are the ground of ſuch troubles, and alſs to 
lay down ſome grounds of incouragement for'troubled ſouls; 


- Þ thoughts und diſcouragements, but to rejoyce; T create 


} $0 that this uſe will be both of reprodf, of inſtruQtion,and 


; incouragement. ... MT a 
And herein 1 (halkmention ſome of thoſe thoughts that do 
diſtraRt and: diſtemper the people of God ; for it isimpoſ- 
ſible ro ſpeak to them all particularly; they areſoyarions, 
according to the various manner of Sathans working, and 
laying his ſnares and engines to intangle poor ſouls; Phis 
free of diſcouraging complaints, hath multitudes of branches 
arid appearances, which would be an endles work to go about” 
to cut and prune them off one by one; Therefore I ſhall 
ſpezk to the root of them, and endeavour to cut of thoſe 
ſpurs that ſpreading into, and faſtning upon a poor ſoul, 
feed all the branches of this: bitter tree; that makes the ſoul” 
cry out _—_ is death-in =_ _ Wn” | - : 
T he firſt diſcouraging thonght that troubleth a godly ſonl. - 
Oh ah the foal ) I amnone of Chrilts, —_ Gods, rote, 
I have no intereſt in him ; am not in covenant with him; thought, 
cannot call him mine as others can do ; Icannot find the 
witneſs in me, teſtifying to my heart as others have done ; 
God ſeals not to my ſpirit as he hath done to others; I. 
pray for it, and long for. it, but cannot come by it ; There.  =<. 
_ how can my heart chooſe but be troubled, and thoughes- 
ariſe in it? ; 


To this caſe let me ſpeak a word .or two; Who told' thee 
that thou waſt none of Gods? did God ever fay ſo jnhis- 
word, or did: the ſpirit of _ ever witneſs fach a hinge > 

| RE 2Þ _ 
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16 


_ A neceſſary 
obſervation. 


A direQion, 


2 Cor. 1, 


4 » v  Rom.$, 


How 4 man # Goas,and witneſſed to be ſo. h 
thee 2 No, thou canſt not ſay ſo ; The Spirit of God wit: 


neſſeth Adoption, and not deſtruRtion. And if Satan, or | 


thy own heart tell thee ſo,they are both deceitful, 
And therefore, 


Firſt know, that to know ye are Gods children,or intereſt. 
ed in him, is not the firſt round in the Ladder of Chriſti: 
anity, : The Prodigals courſe was not firſt co know whether 
his father would receive him ; and entertain him as a Son, or 


a ſervant ; but he reſolves togo , andconfeſs his fin and un- *} 


worthineſs, and caſt himſelf upon his fathers mercy. The 
Apoſtles in planting Churches , firſt preached. faith in Chriſt 
ſimply-3 But to beleevers, they preſt them on to further aſſu- 
rance. '2 Pet. I. verſ, 10. Strive to make your calling and 
eleftion ſure. Therefore this do. If you know not your ſelves 
to be Gods, go and preſent your ſelves as objeRs of the grace 
of Chriſt ; For all the promiſes are in Chriſt, as ſpokes fitted 
inthe wheel; Therefore faith the Apoſtle, Roms, 8. 32, If 
God have given us Chriſt , how ſhall he not with him alſo 
freely give us all things ? I ſay, preſent your ſelves before 
Godas objeRs to be wrought upon ; that God would make 
you ſenſible of ſin, and give] you a longing deſire after 
Chriſt, For God hath his ſpirit of bondage to rongh-hew 
you, as well as his Spirit of Adoption to polliſh you. Now 
when God hath thus fitted thee, go offer thy ſelf to Chriſt, 
and the promiſe,with Aſſurance : But what aſſurance ? Not of 


, thy perſon,as if thou wert already Gods ; for it may be thou 
haſt not yet the Seal; but aſſurance of the promiſe madeto thy 


condition. Mat. 5.6. Bleſſed arethey that hunger and thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs ; for they. ſhall be filled, So that if thou 
canlt not preſent thy ſelf before God as a Son, preſent thy 
ſelf before the promiſe of God as a loſt man : And fo pre- 
ſeating thy ſelf before God, with relation to the truth and 
ſweetneſs of, the Promiſe, 'it may.be, chow ſhalt find Faith 


fiow out of thy heart to imbrace the promiſe : for when the - 


heart: is emptied,it. is beſt fitted to receive free grace : = 
pc, - if 


uy 


How 4 man it Gods,and witheqed #4 beſo. 17 
firſt God gives the Faith of the promiſe, and then the good 

of the promiſe muſt be received by the faith of the promiſe ; 

I mean, it redounds toa man by vertue'of that; - 1 


To the point then. , .* 


You ſay you are none of Gods, | 
': 1 anſw. The beſt ſtateis for a man or Woman to be Gods, 
and know it, | | | 

2. The belt next is to be Gods though he do'not know it. 

I. Ifay, The beſt ſtate or Condition is for a man to be 
Gods,and know it that he is ſo : Though not to know it doth 
not cut up the mil-poſt, arid overthrow all ; though it may 
indeed take off the Giles: 1 mean , though/it may pur a man 


To be Gods 


toaſtand,or make him go heavily ; yer it doth not prove his 


£ 


condition to be deſperate. | | 
' Amanis Gods two wayes : ByEleRion,and Calling, A man is 
1. By EleRion. So a man may be a ſheep not gathered ; ©924stwo 

Zohn 1 0.16,Other ſheep 1 have,Which are not of this fold : them Mr 


MUST TIbring. So that they are not yer brought , and By EleQion? | 


yet ſheep, which Chriſt muſt bring. Therefore ye cannot 
make this concluſion, that ye are none of Gods by EleRion, 
But, Secondly A man is Gods by Calling 3- And fo he is a 2 


Saint : for we are Saints by Calling. Now the purpoſe of By Calling, 


Gods eleRing , is the calling of a man , and the Evidencing * 0953.1; 

of his Calling. And therefore our Calling is-effeQuall an 

powerfull, becauſe it is a calling accotding to Gods purpoſe, 

Rom.8$.28. And the purpoſe of God in EleRion, is evidenced 

to us by Calling ; the firſt dawning and evidence of this love 

of God to us, is this calling us to Chriſt, 2 Per.f.10. Give 

diligence to make your Calling and Elettion ſure. So that the 

way of Evidence is from the ſecond to the firſt. Now it is 

beſt for a man to know himſelf Gods both wayes : For though 

this aſſurance doth nor make a man to be a man in Chriſt ; 

yet it makes him to be a lively man in Chriſt ; for he is made a 

man in Chriſt ſimply by beleeving, or taking Chriſt at the 

hands of God. A double wit2 
Now we are evidenced to be Gods both wayes ; b s ack, 7 

ouble 


and know je. 


= 


ns HipSoterj ids and witudſed to beſos 
double wicoeſs; thap gives eyidence © The evidence of our 
Fpiric, and! rhe eyidence of Gods Spirit. Rom.8.16. The 


Sons of God. Now this Calling is evidenced two wayes. 


our incorporation into Chriſt. For both theſe ſee Fohy 1.12, 
13. As many as received him , to them gave he power to become 


of Goed,whoare thoſe ? Thoſe that are born,not of blood, 


are Sons of, God, by the birth gf the;Spircit. Therefore ſee 
whether your faith, reach this; ar 80 : They were born not of 
blood, nor by the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. For prove one, and prove the other, 
Yet know, that Regeneration arid Adoption are two 
Adoption, diſtinQrhings : The one is the. at of God towards us ; The 


fanQification, and, the Spirit af Adoption, are both one, 
but they are two diſtin&. as : The Spiric of Saritification 
worketh in us a new life ; The Spirit of Adoption may rather 
be called the evidence. So: that. prove one, and prove the 
other. Prove that a man breathes, and by that you prove he 
livech ; yet there may be a more proper proof, as. if he feel 
or ſee, &c, Sothat this is it that I would ſay , That the wit- 
neſs of our ſpirig. may properly be ſaid to atteſt our SanAifi- 
cation, And the wieneſs of Gods Spirit our Adoption : And 
by both, our fpixit and Gods Spiric, we are witneſſed tobe 
the Sons of God. | | 

But obſerve, that the witneſs of our ſpirits that witnefſeth 
our new. birth, and SanQification, witneſſeth ic by Water 


our new birth. plod;; Aud 3t 14 the Spirit that: beareth Witneſs , becauſe the 
- ſpirit truth, And there are three that bear wit::eſs on earth, 

the Spiritzand, nater and bloodzaud theſe three agree in one, And 
* '" Ws: 


the Sens of God; even to thoſe that beleeve on his name. Sons- 


How our Spi- and Blood, I. Zohn 5.6.8, T his # he that came by water and-.” . 
rits winels ZBlogg, ever Jeſus Chriſh,net by mater onely, but by Water and 


Spirit it ſelf beazeth \Witzeſ1 With our [Pirit., that, Vie are the 


t 


Regeneration, T. By regeneration , or being bortn'of God. Secondly by 
Adoprion 3 whereby being ſtrangers , we axe made Sons, -by * 'F 


nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man , but of # 
God. Now obſerve, that the Sons of God by faith in Chriſt, *# 


other is .the work of the. Spirit, in us. but the Spirit of. ? | 


F ; 


The Explication of the manner of witneſsing. 


 2F  itis by vertue of theſe two, that our ſpirits do atteſt and 
 F witneſs that we are the Sons of God. For blood,and water,all . 
the Scripture over are faid to purge and cleanſe, as in ali the 
Legal Types: yet God giveth to them an office of witneſſing. 
Properly they purge ; But they Witneſs by their work of 
purging : This BLO OD, the blood of Chriſt, purgeth- 


away the guilt of Sin, as it bindeth a man over to hell and 
damnation ; This Water , the SanQifying Spirit of Chriſt, 


. pargeth away the love of Sin as it hath Dominion. F'OF both 4 pxe&.36.25. 
theſe the conſcience of a regenerate man comes to' be ſen. 26.27. 
ſible in himſelf. - The ſenſe of Blood purging by pacifying of 


his confcience,that ke cannot but look upon'God with a con- 
ſcience full of-cranquility :- And the water purging by San. 
Qifyng him,to make him walk-with God, out ot- the power 
of fin,  Now'the witneſs.of/amans ſpirit witneſſerh that he 
is tranflated out of the guilt' of ſin, 'and' power of'fin, and 
then he is born again. | | 


= . But ſome may obje&t and ſay , This teſtimony may de- ObjeRion; 
F ceive. | | 
' _ I anſwer, If youconfiderthe power of this blood and wa- Anſwer, 


terina man; How wonderfully 'ic removes a man from all 
inthralling luſts, and how ic compels him to walk in holi- 
neſs : yea, the peace that riſeth from blood-purging Sin, 


which moves morally to holy waking, and is full of infinite 


" Krength for the ſence of the pardon of (in; And that is an ex- 
 cellent adjunR unto,and in'SanRiification as can be : the graces 
of SanRification do determine the Soul to the wayes of 
God ; as a ſtrong Byas ſheweth which way the Bowl will go. 
Conſider that for one , how the heart is moved in Gods way, 
And that is by Faith and Love. 

And then if you conſider the reſpeR,or aim, or end the new 
creature moves to; That is , In God,for God, and to God, 
that he may be glorified. Roms. 11. wt. For of him, and 
through him, and to him are all things ; All things that are 
of him, through him,tend to him. Conſider all theſe ctoge. 
ther , that they be in you, the power of Moving , how you 
are moved , By Faith and Loye ; And the end you aimat , to 

Tn OO, ay IG ©  glorike 
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The witneſs 
of Gods Spi. 
rit. 


The working of God differs from Satan. 


9lorifie God: And it makes a good Teſtimony and witneſs, 
that ye are the Sons of God, 


Now for the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit , the Spirit of + 


Adoption, If we ſhall ſpeak diftinaly of ir from our ſpirits ; 
for the ſpirit ,- and water, and blood are diſtin, rhough they 


- agree in one. 1 fohn 5.8.Now if you conſider them diſtin, I 


Note, 


conceive then, the, Spirit of God witneſleth by aa immediate 
impreſſion upon the Soul , repreſenting to the ſoul and con. 
ſcience., making. you underſtand and know that you are the 
Sons of God,.-and heirs of. God. and Chriſt : Which Spirit 
of. teſtimony is gotten iby / faith in Chriſt, by viewing, 
eying , 'and ſurveying Chriſt.” For becauſe ye are Sons, 


God hath ſent forth the Spiric of- his Son into,your hearts, 


whereby you cry Abba, Father;: 641. 4.6. ; Whoſe office is. 


ro atteſt ye are Chriſts. So thathere the office-of-faith is to, 


look upon' Chriſt ,.and eye-Chriſt:;'that ſo we may receive 
the ſeal: For a man muſt be a beleever, elſe he cannot be a 
ſon ; but being a beleeverand ſo'aSon, then comes the Spi- 
rit and witneſſeth the ſame. | 

ObjeA.But this witneſs you ſpeak of now, this immeditate 
teſtimony may deceive alſo ; It may be ſome falſe fire caſt in 
by the Devil, as well as the other. 

Anſw. The witneſs of the Spirit of God, as it is the Spi- 
rit of God , will alwayes clear it ſelf by this ; That in the 
witnels it gives to a ſoul, it alwayes advanceth God and 
Chriſt in che eye of the Soul ; and it alway ripens and nouriſh- 
eth ſanQifying graces in the ſoul,and makes them. go glib, like 
oyl to the wheels: It makes our Faith, Love, Patience, Hu- 


milicy, Hope, Self-denyall, Joy, &c. whereby we walk wich 


God, as green and flouriſhing, as flowers in the ſpring , or 
as corn fields after a ſweet ſhower. 

Baſtard-iH{uſions of the Devil do always tend to baſtard- 
ends, and do alwayes bring forth baſtard-effeRs : ſuch as life 


up 2 man with pride , or boulſter them up ro maintain errour . 
either in Life or Doctrine. But this knowledge of a mans ſelf - 


to be Gods , reacheth forth ro God, and aReth his ſpiricu- 
all habits ſweetly, 2 Cor.3.1, We know ( faith Par ) that if 


this 


Miſtakes Explained, 


thu earthly houſe of this Tabernacle Were diſſelutd; we have a 
building of God',' an hogſe not made With hands eternal in the 
. heauerns, We know it, ſaith he ; And, what «fteR had this up- 
on. their Spirits > Why ſee,verſ.g. Fherefore we labour that 
whether. preſent or abſent , Wwe may be accepted of him. This 
is far from that opinion, that a mans knowing himlſelt to be * 
Gods, .,worketh ſecurity ; no, this makes a mans heart obey 
And be ſure the Devill in his counterfeit 
workings and witneſſings, will never draw the ſoul to God, 
eo aim at him , but ſtill co center io kimſclf, or to turn aſide 
to errour or (in, And this is co fight againſt himſelf,and over- 
throw his own Kingdom,which he will never do. 

But now take heed of thinking your ſelves to be Gods 
when you are not ; for there is the danger, to conceit your 
ſelves to be Gods when you are not. 

Now ye may go long in this by reaſon of ſome counterfeic 
workings ; by reaſon of ſome ConviQtions, or joy., or com- 
mon receiving of Chriſt, ye may take your ſelves to be Gods 
when you are not. But here you may bewray your ſelves if 
you will but ſearch. ' 

For I.you may perform duties meerly to maintain your ſigns: 

for a man may keep a courſe in a form of godlineſs to main- - 
tain hisreputation with himſelf, ro maintain his ſigns ; that 
the heart (hall not eaſily cax them to be retten , When a man 
hath not his end to enjoy, & walk with God,& fo to be Gods. 
.-' 2, He may bewray himſelf by his deſires after the fruirs 
of- the Spirit ; they may be earneſt, and if theſe deſires were 
not in him he could not maintain his ſigns. To deſire graces 
asthey are beneficiall-to me, ,and not for the ſervice of chem, 
that I may come neerto God, and ſeck them for him, ra- 
ther then for my ſelf, this is deceitfull, I fear the reaſon why 
God gives not aſſurance to many a man:that ſeeks long,: and 
earneliy,is, becauſe a man ſeeks for himſelf, and not for 
God ;. Like the Bee, thar goeth inco the field ro ſeek honey 
to cat, bur brings it not into the Maſters hive. 


Secondly, Aman may be Gods,and not diſcern it - for theſe 
{4 be Gods,and 


? not diſcern it- 


God as a Son. 


are diltin&. Ephe/.1.13. In whom alſo after that ye beleeve 
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The work of God in a man 


ye Were ſealed with that - Spirit of promiſe. Mark; after ye 


beleeved, ye were ſealed. 1 Fob 5.13. Theſe things have 
1 writteu to you that beleeve on the Name of the Son of God, 
that ye may knoW that ye have eternall life , andthat ye may be« 
leeve on the name of the Son of God, Mark the ſpeech here ; 
T have written unto you that do beleeve —— that ye may be- 
leeve. Whats this > Why, you that beleeve with a faith of 
Adherence,that ye may come to afſurance(which yet ye want 
that ye may KNOW that ye have cternall life. G4/.4.6, 
Becauſe ye are Sous, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts whereby ye cry Abba Father. Firlt ye are Sons, 
and afterwards cry Abbe Father , by the Spirit. The being 
of a man in Chriſt, goeth before his knowing he is ſo in order 
of nature ; fora thing muſt be , before I can know it ; elſe 
know a lie, A Child muſt be the child of ſuch a man before he 
knoweth he is ſo : So it is in our ſpirituall relation. Therefore 
ye cannot conclude ye are none of Gods, becauſe you want 
aflurance for the preſent: for ye may be Gods and know it not. 

Obje##. Bur ſome may ſay , This is to preach liberty , for 
every man may ſay ſo. : 

Anſw. I anſwer, not ſo ; For this which is in ſuch a child of 
God as doth not know it by clear evidence, yet it is work- 
ing, and differeth himfrom all others in the world. The ſeed 
of God hath a two fold work in ſuch a one. 

1. It maketh him an obedient man. //a. 50.10. Who © 
among you that feareth the Lord, and obejeth the woyce of hts 
ſervants ; that walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light Þ Mark, 
A child of God,though he be in the dark , yer he fears the 
Lord, and obeys. That though he knows not himſelf to be 


Gods, yet he would walk with God in every duty ; though 


he have chains and-fetters oftentimes to hinder him ; yer in 
every duty there is a principle and tie of obedience, yea, and 
ſuch as is mixt with Love, For he ſeeth God lovely, and that 
draws his affeRions to him , and makes him willing to ſerve 
him, though he be not ſure of him. | 

_ 2+ Though ſucha ſoul do not diſcern it ſelf to be Gods, yet 
1s accompanied with 6arneſt longings,and earneſt —_ 
| 0 
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that is Gods, and knows nt; 
of the manifeſtation of his face to him : So that though he 
cannot yet make ſure his Calling and EleRion ; yet he gives 
all diligence to make it ſure, as Petey ſpeaks :and that becauſe 
he would be more uſefull to God. Herein a true Chriſtian dif- 
fers from all the idle and neuter profeſſors in the world, 


Now a man may be Gods, and not know it,for theſe cauſes. ,,,y be Gode, 
x. Becauſe he is in forming and faſhioning for God ; for and not know 


Gods Spirit that dwelleth in man, makes ready the houſe 
before he manifeſts his abode there : So that now he may be 
under Gods hand in forming him, and yet not know his in- 
tereſt in him for the preſent. 

2. This not knowing may be in aman formed, regenera- 
ted ; by reaſon he may be, | | 

1. Ofa cavilling ſpiric, and ſee ſuch infirmities in himſelf 
as he thinks are not accompanied with the Spirit of grace. 
And ſecondly by miſtaking ; when the poor ſoul looks upon 
ſins of intraſion, as fins of admiſfion, and: dominion. Or 
thirdly, becauſe he wants that perfeRion that he would or 
ſhould have ; And by looking upon ſome places of Scripture 
he ſees he wants that which the Scripture calls him to ; Now 
in his apprehenſion he is not a ſon of God, but this cannot 
conclude him ſo. 


Secondly. 


Another thowight' or doubt-that riſeth in the heart, which 
troubles the poor ſou}; as the rext ſpeaks, is, That Chri 
hath left him, caft him off, will not ſhew him any more 
mercy , nor come again to him : indeed it hath fele Chrift 
ſweet ,. and comfortable; thoſe were happydayes ; But 
now ('atas )): Chriſt is $one , and he fears he will never come 
again, And this was in the diſciples in-ſome meaſure; as 
appears by the plaiſter to the ſore, adminiſtred by the Soul- 
Phyſitian. 77 7, faith Chriſt. And in -another place; Let 
not your heart be troubled;John. 14. t. And verl. 3. 1 will come 
again and take you to my ſelf, that- Where I am, there ye may be 
alſe, And verl. 18; I will not _ you comfortleſs © How will 
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 Theſecond thought is, that Chrift 


that appear ? Why, I will come to yon. So John. 16. 4.5. 6, 
He ſheweth. that the thought of his ahblence fille! their hearts 


- Withſorrow, The hiding of Gods face troubles the poor ſoul ex- 


treamly. Job 34. 29. If he give peace, who then can make 
trouble? but if he hide himſelf,who then can behold him ? &c, 


' Pfal. 30.6. Thou didſt hide thy face, and I was troubled. So 


ſaith David, Pſal. 13. 1. How long wilt thou forget me O 
Lord, for ever ? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? 
how long. ſhall I take counſel in my ſoul, having ſorrow in my 
heart daily ? The apprehenſion that God hath hidden his 
face, fils the ſoul with conſultations and diſtempers ; for 
thoſe that do affliit themſelves, ofrentimes harp upon this 
ſtring , they are forlorn, and forſaken ; like the Stranger, 
1/a. 56. 3. The Lord hath utterly ſeparated me from his peo- 
ple. And like the Exnuch,T amadry tree. Why ſo? why 
the ſpirit is ſo dead, and ſo unwildy in holy duties, ſo looſe, 
and baſe, he can bring his heart to nothing ; Sure God 
hath lefe him- I ama dry tree, ſaith the Exnuch, no ſap of 
grace, all comfort is gone ; And thus the poor ſoul crys our. 
. To ſpcak co this calegficſt I will reprove this. And ſecondly 
confure it. 

I, Let me reprove it, $ 

1. Why ſhouldſt thou be more cruel to thy ſelf then God is, 
challenge thy felf when God doth not ? Zach. 4. 10. ho 
hath deſpiſed the day of ſmall things? God doth nor. Becauſe 


+ thou-art weak, to: concludg,thoy. balt, nothing, this argues 


but a; heady , peeviſh; ſpirig.. Blal. 31..22.,7 ſaid in wy 
haſte, I am cut off from hefore.thine eyes; Nevertheleſs, thou 
beardrſt the: voice of: wy. {upphicatio 5 [eryed unto thee, 
This concluſion was eG ang] aſte you lee, . 

2. Conſider, thou halt :enough. ro do ro.nouriſh thy heart 
againſt juſt ſorrow; apd Fear: Thop. needlſt not nouriſh un- 
necefſary fears, Qhrilt faith, Sufficient ro. the day is the ſor- 
row of it; thou, hadſi; not-need add more. Doft thou think 
canſcience of ſin.isnot matter enough, bur thou muſt add 
want of comfort.to.it? 'take heed. 

' 3, Check thy elf, as the Prophet, Plal. 42.77hy art thox 


caft 


hath forſaken a'man, caſt hin off. 
caſt down O my ſoul ? andwhy art thou diſqnieted in me? Fot 
by entertaining theſe diſcouragements, thou lailt a block a- 
gainſt thy own mercy, and where wilt thou have cure > God 
will not wotk peace, but by the co-working-and- accepting 
of thy own conſcience : Therefore herein thou art crue}, like 
the Oftrich, and worſe then the Sea- calf. 

4. Take heed : Thou maiſt ſink thy ſpirits ſo low, that 
thou mailt loſe thy ſelf in ſorrow. Extream 'paſſion takes 
away ſenſe,that is certain: And as a man may be drowned,bu- 
ried, loſt in pleaſure, ſo in ſorrow. Iſa. 38. 15. I frall-go 
ſoftly all my years in the bitterneſs of my ſoul. See how He- 
zekiah was loſt in diſcouragement; take heed that you 
—_ unfit your ſelves for ſpiritual joy, when God ſhall 
end it, | 


Secondly Let me confate thee, 


Thou faiſt Tam caſt off, I have no grace of God, no hope confurarion- 


of mercy : and here thy ſoul is toſſed, and clouds over: ſha- 
dow, that riſe thick one after afiother. Thou miſtakeft- 
thy ſelf. 

I. Conſider the indiſſolvible nature of the love of God; 
man, thou can(t not break ic. Hol. 2. 19. 20. 1 Will betroth 
thee unto me for ever, Jeay 1 will betroth thee unto me inrighte-' 
onuſneſs, andin judgement, and in loving kindneſs, and in mer-' 
cies. I Will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulneſs, and ther 
ſhalt know the Lord, And mark, the Lord faith, not in THY: 
loving kindneſs; But MY loving kindneſs, &c. While God- 
hath any of theſe, he cannot break. So Roms. 4.. 16. The 
promiſe is ſure to all the ſeed. So that we cannot {bike onr 
ſelves out of the ſtate of ſalvation, becauſe the bufineſs. is> 
ated in God, and built, and ſtabliſhed in him... | 

2, Conſider,that as Gods grace is mutual, ſo Gods judge- - 
ments are mutual: If ever he chooſe thee, he gives thee a 
heart to chooſe him : And if he loath thee , he leaves thee 
to a heart to loath him. Zach. it. 8. 47 ſoul loathed them,. 
{ ſaith God ) ard rheir ſorl alſo abharred me. So'that if —_ | 
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Tn what re- 
ſpe& a man 
may ſay he 
kach no grace. 


Confutations of thoſe that ſay 


have not caſt God off, and ſaieſt that man ſhall not rule over 
me ; If thou continue with God in duty, he hathnot yet caſt 
thee off ; For he that God caſts off, frers and fumes againſt 
the Commandment, whereas the Soul that is humbled, ad- 
mires the Commandment, but comes ſhort of it, as Pax/, Rox, 
7. The Commandment is holy, and juſt, and good; though 
he came ſhort in walking up to it. | 

3. Conſider, God taketh on by caſting off ; why then doeſt 
thou ſay thou art caſt off ? Gods death is a way to life ; I mean, 
that God giveth thee over to death on this faſhion, Canſt 
thou ſay, Iam caſt off from God ? why this very complain 
ſheweth thou are taken on. For deſertion is a part of Gods 
diſcipline. Hol. 5. 15. 7Will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their iniquity,and ſeek my face. God caſts off, 
that they may cleave to him. 1. Sam, 14. 14. God reſpeReth 
not any perſon ; yet doth he deviſe means that his baniſhed 
be not expelled from him. The woman ſent by 7oab to 
David to ſpeak to him about the bringing A&/o/om back, 
ſhe pleads it from Gods manner of dealing with his bani- 
ſhed; which is firſt to baniſh a poor ſoul, and then deviſe 
means to bring them back again ro him. So that if this be 
Gods diſcipline, and Chriſt give thee up to languith under 
terrors and fears, and ſo to hold thee under holineſs ; Ther 
_ concludeſt wrong, that therefore God will caſt thee 
off. | 

4. Conſider, afflition of ſpirit may riſe from other cauſes, 
and not becauſe I amcaſt off of God. And God hath gca- 
cious ends in hiding himſelf from a ſoul, and not the doſer- 
ting, or utter forſaking of a ſoul. 

I. Thou mailt fay thou haſt no grace in compariſon of 
other men, becauſe thou haſt the ſame means, and haſt not 
ſo much grace, ( as thou conceiveſt ) muſt thou therefore 
fay thou haſt no grace? What if they have more need of it ? 
It may be they may be of a more perverſe ſpirit, more proud, 
ſtubborn, or ſelfiſh, more apt to run aſide from God ; And fo 
have need of more;Nay,it may be they have more temprations 
in the way of their callings, or more oppoſitions from carnal 
freinds, or enemies then thou haſt, 2, Thou 


r 


or 


God hath caſt them off. | 27 


2. Thou mayſt ſay thou haſt no grace in regard of ſutable- 
neſs to the means thou haſt had ; as Hebr. 5, I2. For Whereas 
for the time you ought to have been teachers, ye bave need that 
one teach you again which be the firſt principles-of the Oracles of 
God : And are become ſuch as have need of milk, and not of 
ſtrong meat, When thou complaineſt I have had a great deal 
of means, and am not grown under it ſutable to the means 
I have had; Thisisa good trouble; for herein is thy ſpirit 
ei And ſpiricual poverty never caſts thee off from 

od. | 

3 Thou maylt complain thou haſt no grace in reſpeR of 
thy deſires and purpoſe of hearc : Thou haſt over- bidden 
thy ſelf man,and thac troubles thee. I did hope to have gotten 
further in Gods waies by this time then I have done ; To 
have over-maſtered ſuch a luſt; To have had more ſelf-deni- 
al ; To have glorified God better in my placez I can get my ' 
heart to nothing : I had hoped I ſhould have been better 
content with croſſes, and born afflition with more patience 
then 1 do. Now thus to be afflicted, is acceptable to God. 
Suppoſe a weak ſickly child ſhould (it weeping in the chimney 
corner, and being asked what aild it ? it (hould anſwer, 
why I had hoped by this time to have done my father better 


ſervice, and to have been more uſeful cohim: Helis tender 
.of me, and I can do nothing in requital of his love again : 


Now the father of this child ſeeing its affeRion, takes it as 
kindly as if it did perform what it deſires. So it is with God ; 
2. Cor. 8. 12, If there be firſt a willing minde, it ts accepted 
according to what a man hath, and not according to what he hath 
not. So that now for this we mult not judge our ſelves caſt 


| off of God : God would not have us lye for his glory. Rom. 


3. 7. 8. norour ſalvation ; much leſs for damnarion, 

Again, confiderwhar ends the Lord hath in keeping cloſe 
his countenance, and hiding his face ſomerimes from a ſoul 
that is dear to him. 

I, To bring fach a ſoul to ſeif examination, to look nar- Gods ends in 
rowly into their own hearts, and to ſearch out ſome cot= hiding his face 
ruption which it may be they = not ſce for che preient, And f:0ma ſoul, 

it 
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Why God hides his face from 


itisa great benefic to have diſcovery made of thoſe traitors 
that lie lurking within, that a man ſecth not ; And this God 
uſually brings the ſoul to by hiding his countenance. Pſal. 77. 
When the ſpirit of the Pſalmiſt was overwhelmed, and the 


thought of God troubled him, and his ſoul refuſed tobe 


comforted, Ard he cried unto God, and ſtill his fore ran in the 


' night, and ceaſed not, and his eies Were held Waking, and he was 


fo troubled tha he could not ſpeaks as ver. 1. 2. 3.4. Now 
faithhe in the 6. verſ. / commune with mine own heart, and 
my (pirit made diligent SE ARCH. Now he falleth a Search- 


ing what the matter was ; And inquires, will the Lord caſt off 


for ever? and will he be favourable no more ? Is his mercy 
clean gone for ever ? and doth his promiſe fail for ever- 
more? hath God forgotren to be gracious ? hath he in an- 
ger ſhut up his tender mercies ? Selah. Mark here, upon ſe- 


"rious ſearch he durſt nor cax God, rfor his mercy, nor pro- 


miſe : But mark, he finds it out now where it was, ver, 10, 
And I faid, This is my infirmity. By this means he finds out 
ſome weakneſs in the ſoul, which before he ſaw not. Sothat 
this was beneficial to him ; for God wonld have noſin har- 
bour and lurk in the ſouls of his Saints. 

3, By this means the Lord brings a man or woman to the 
confeſſion of fin: And we are all proud by nature, and 
are loth to come to acknowledge our fins : Now the Scrip- 
rure ſaith, He that hideth his fins ſhall not proſper, but he that 
confeſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall bave mercy. And if we con- 
fels our (ins,he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our. ſins,and to 
cleanſe us of all unrighteouſneſs. Now God in mercy to a 
ſoul ( when he ſees they are willing to connive and wink at 


ſome bcloved fin which they would favour, and are ready to 


ſay as David, deal gently with the yong man Ab/alom; or as 
Naaman, The Lord be merciful to thy ſervant concerning 
this thing ; ) withdraws his face, to ſhew them his diſlike a- 
ainſt every fin, and to bring them to a free and willing con- 
eſffion of it, So it was with David, Pſal. 32. 3.4. 5. While 


T kept ſilence ( that 1s from acknowledging my ſin ) my bones 


waxed old through my roaring all the day long; for day and night 
; | : | thy 


4 ſoul that he farſakes not. 


thy hand Was heavy upon me : my moyſture was turned into the 
drought of ſummer. Selah. 1 acknowledged my fin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid : I ſaid 1 will confeſs my tranſ= 
greſſions unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my 
fin. Selah. So Hoſea. 5. 15. 7 will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, and ſeek, my face. Till then 
( faith God ) 7 Will hide my face. 

3. God ſometimes hides his face that his people might ſee 
that they are nothing in and ofthemſelves : Bur that all 
their ſufficiency is of God : That they may ſee their own 
emptineſs, that they can donothing, bear nothing, mannage 
nothing to Gods glory without a ſpecial affiltance ſrom Godz 
That they may learn to deny themſelves, and live upon him 
alone. Ia. 57. 17. 1 hid me, and Was Wroth : ( faith the 
Lord ) and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart. When 
God hides bim{clf, then the frowardneſs of the heart appears. So 
hereby the ſervants .of God are kept humble , from ſelf 


glorying or boaſting. 


4. Sometimes the Lord by the. hiding of his countenance, 
trieth the graces of his ſpirit in his ſervants, that ic may ap- 
pear to them that they are ſound right works. As ſome- 
times he tries their faith by this means, Iſa. 50. Io, I1. /s 
there any among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his ſervants, that Walketh in darkne(s, and hath no 
light > Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon his 
God. Totry if they will hold and hang upon him, and fol- 


- fowhim,chough he frown upon them, as the woman ofCana- 


au did, That he may ſay to them ar laſt, as he did to her, great 
is thy faith. And this will be a ſweet fatisfaRion to them, 
when they come to ſee that though they ſaw nor Gods face, 
yet they found his grace to enable them to wait upon himin 
dark times.It is a pretious thing to have faith tried. z Pet. 1.7» 
and this way God trieth it. Again,hereby God trieth the ſin- 
cerity of your love to him. As, Cant. 5.6, 7. $ When Chriſt 
bad withdrawn himſelf from ha ſpouſe, ſhe fals ſick of love ; it 
works; ſhe couldnot be quiet, nor ſatisfied without him ; her 
affcion runs out after him, CO wanted the On 
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Why Gods hides hu face 


 ofhim,and this affeRion of hers puts her upon a conſtant ſeek- } 
ing of him:as Cart.3.1.2.By night upon my bed 1 ſought him © 


whom my ſoul loved; I ſought him,but I found him not. I will riſe 
now and go about the city and ſeek him Whom my ſoul 
loveth ;'&c. It tryeth their ſincerity, whether they will ſtick 


cloſe to his wotk,, though they ſee no reward ; as that place 


Tſa.50.10.11. Whether they will fear the Lord, and obey him, 
thowgh he hide himſelf. 


5. Sometimes the Lord doth it, to bring thee to che ſight of - 


thy Negligence, deadneſs,dulneſs, Security, Senceleſneſs, that 
you are apt to ſlipinto: And to make thee ſee thy unkind deal. 
ing with him; that putſt him off with idle excuſes for ſelf 
ends, when he would have manifeſted himſelf. So Cart. 5. 
When Chriſt had withdrawn himſelf, then ſhe comes to re- 


member how unkind ſhe was to let him call, and beg for ad- 


mittance, and wait till his head was filled with the dew, and 
his locks with the drops of the night. She could make ex+ 
cuſes when he was ſo neer her : Ihave put off my coat , how 
(hall I put it on ? Thave waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile 
them ? But when he was gone, then ſhe remembreth her ſloth» 
fulneſs with ſorrow ; and then ſhe confeſſeth her Negligence, 


| my ſoul failed when he ſpake : verſ.6. As if ſhe had ſaid, My 


heart ſmote me : I knew it was he , yet this ſleepy ſpiric of 
mine overcame me, and now I muſt ſmart for it. 

6, That the Soul might prize him the more when he mani. 
felts himſelf again to the ſoul, that there might be the ſweeter 


imbraces between him and the ſoul; As it is with a per-. 


verſe child, the mother ſometimes is fain to hide her «lf 
from it,and call for the Bug-bear co take it , that it may be 
quiet and more eſtecm of the mother when it hath her again. 
The child cryes out as if ſhe were quite gone : bur (he 
ſtands neerer it then it is aware of ; ſhe intends not to forſake 
it. So the people of God in their dark times greatly miſtake, 
to ſay God hath utterly forſaken them, 1/A. 49.13.14. Sion 
ſaid , the Lord hath forſaken me , and my Lord hath forgotten 
»e. Here is the poor Diſcouraged ſouls concluſion : But 
what faith the Anſwer of God to it ? Can a woman for- 


oct 


from thoſe that he caſts not off. 


get her ſucking Child ,. that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
paſſion upon the ſon of her womb ? Yea they may : yet 
will not I forget thee faith the Lord. When we look upon 
the countenance of God, as we do_upon the Sun ſhining 
every day as a common thing , then he clouds himſelf from 
us,that we may learn to ſet an higher rate upon it ; and that 
there may be more endeared imbracings when we meet with 
the Lord again, Cant 3.4. After ſhe had ſought for her beloved, 
and miſt of him, at laſt ſaith ſhe, I found him Whom my ſoul 
toveth;and how was ſhe affeted then? 0h ſaith e,T held him, 
and Would not let him go, &c. Then (he Clings to him with 
more delight and affeQtion then ever. So the bowels of the 
Lord ( as I may fo ſpeak ) do more yearn upon a poor ſoul 
after his withdrawings then ever, as 1/a.54.6,7,8. The Lord 
hath called thee, as a-woman forſaken and grieved is ſpirit,and 4 
Wife of youth,When thow Waſt refaſed , ſaith thy God, This is a 
ſad time ; But now mark how he makes up for this, For a 


'SM ALL moment have I forſaken thee, But wthGRE AT 


CHERCTYES IWill gather thee. Ina little Wrath TI hid 
my face from thee for a moment, but with everlaſting kinaneſs 
will I bave mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. 

7. The Lord hides himſelf ſometimes from a poor ſoul for 
the regulating of the prayers and deſires of his people : Many 
times weare begging and crying for things of leſſer conſe- 

uence,and our minds are much upon the ſerving of ſelf; Now 
od would have us to ſeek him,&: his face and countenance as 
the chiefeſt ehing : Therefore ſometimes withdrawes that he 
may draw up our prayers higher, and put our affeRions into 


better order then they were. He/.5.15. 1willgo , andre- 
turn to my place till they — — ſeek my face : In their affiiftion- 


they will ſeck, me early. Now it is Gods command to ſeek his 
Face evermore. P/ad. 1054, 

8. That his Excellency, Sweetneſs, Beauty , Lovelineſs, 
might be ſet forth by thoſe that want the manifeſtations of 
his countenance, unto others that take notice of their diſtem. 
peted ſad condition, that they may be moved alſo to ſeek 
after his diſcoveries, God is ny by this means ſometimes 
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The third 


thought is, 
when the Soul 
complains it 
hath none of 


the Spirie, ſpirit, And Gat.5.16, Walkinthe Spirit , andye ſpall not ful- 
{t 


The third thonght, 


to ſweeten himſelf to others that ſtand by , and behold the 
agony poor ſouls are in for want of his love manifeſted 
to them : And toſtir up their Spirits to look after him, He 
is pleaſed to help ſuch diſtreſſed men to preach him forth 
ſweetly for the winning of others to him. This you may ſee 
at large Cart.5. The ſpouſe after ſhe Was raiſed from her 
dronſineſs, and ſees Chrift Was gone, ſve ts extreamly troubled ; 
Sick, of love, as verſ,8. Wherenpon the daughters of Feruſalem 
inquire , what # thy beloved more then another beloved, O thou 
faireſt among women ? What # thy beloved more then another 
beloved, that thou doſt ſo charge us ? What is, He a None-ſuch ? 
may not another ſerve. thy turn as well as he * What is in 
him more then is in another ? See now, what glorious appre. 
henſions ſhe had of him now in his abſence ; And how ſhe 
preacheth him unto them to the affeRing of their hearts ; 
verſ.10.&5-c. My beloved i white and ruady, the chiefeſt among 


 tenthouſand ; hi head is as the moſt fine gold, &c. And fo ſhe 


goes on ina glorious commendation of him to the end of the 
(hapter ; And verſ. xlt. ſaith ſhe, Hes altogether lovely , or 
all delights; Thus ts my beloved, ana thi 1s my friend, O 
daughters of Jeruſalem. See now , how this takes upon their 
Spirits, Chap.6.1. Whether is thy beloved gone , O thow faireſt 
among women ? whither 1s th; beloued turned afide ? that Wwe 
may ſeek bim With thee. Mark how his hiding himſelf from 
his ſpouſe, conduceth to the calling of other poor ſouls to the 
ſeeking after Chriſt - When they ſee them mourning , and 
grieving,and complaining,and cannot reſt without him,thinks 
the poor ſoul there is ſome excellency in him that we ſee not ; 
we will certainly go along to ſeck-him with theſe poor ſonls; 
he is worth ſeeking after : And ſo it ſets them a fame after 
him alſo, : 
T hiraly. 


The third Thought that riſeth in the heart, to trouble the 
ſou! , and perplexit, is this : I have none of the Spirit of 
God, Now Chrift commands 7ohn 4. To worſhip God in the 
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that the ſoul hath none of Gods Spivit, 


fill the Iuſts of the fleſh; and 7ade 20. Praying in the holy 
hoſt.. Bur how ſhould I do this, that have nor the Spirit ? 
cel him not working, nor quickening , nor comforting rhe : 
my heart is ſo dead , and looſe, and weary in duty, never 


carried up to heaven ; how can I but be troubled ? When you 
are carried with a fiery Chariot into heaven, then you think 
you have the ſpiric But when a man moves in a lower Regi- 
on, he thinks he hath it nor. | 


| Tſhall ſpeak to this 1. Generally. 2. More Particularly. 


Generally thus. 


x. That it is a very good thing to have the Spirit ,. or to General ob- 
miſs it. As in hearing the-word, in prayer, conference, ſervationsto 
Meditation, &c. Either to feel a man hath ir, or to feel he this caſe. 


. wants it. And the worſt of theſe is better then to reſt in a 
duty ſhaped: out of your own Brain , conſiſting in at empty 
ſound of expreſſions and words. For ye muſt cake heed ye do 
not content your ſelyes with ſhadowes and phraſes, withour 
the Spirit ; For God doth not know the meaning of ſuch 
duties. Roy... 


| "SEE 
2. Conſider, the ſpirithath a manifold work in the _ 


of the children of God. Now a man cannot reaſon from{the 
want of ſuch a fruit of the Spirit, as joy , or peace,&c. that 
therefore he hath not the Spirit. Ye cannot reaſon thus , A 
man doth not-Laugh , Therefore he doth not Live. Weep- 
ing is aſign of life as well as laughter. So it is in this Caſe ; 
The ſenſe of fin may argue the Spirit of God to be in you,. 
as well as the feeling of Joy. Zach.12.1o. '1 Will pour wpor 
themthe SPIRIT of grace, and the Spirit of ſmpplications ; 
And they ſhall look upon me whom they have peirced,and ſhall 
MOURN for him , as one mourneth for his onely Son * eAnd 
bem BITTERNE $,e&c. The Spirit,is a Spirit of variety, 
I Cor.12.Giving to one this gift to another that gift:to one Flu« 
mility, Poverty of ſpirit, Self denial, Godly ſorrow : ts another 
Zeal, and Courage, and Foy &e. And ot is oftentimes - 
e. 
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P/al,119.164 
Pſal.31.22. 


7ob.13.15, 
Job. 9.16, 


Lamn.,3.18. 22. 


Pſal. 51. 


Pſ[al.126,5.6, 


Joy, 


General manifeſtations of the Spirit. 
the ſame man, ſometimes it is tuning his godly ſorrow,fome- 
times his joy, ſometimes his fear, 8&c. And this is one ground 
of the variety of conditions the Saints are in, as David, ſome- 
times ye find him ſinging, on the uppermoſt branch of the 
tree, and ſometimes hanging his wing in the bottome of 
the hedg ; Sometimes calling upon himſelf ro praiſe the Lord 
ſeven times -a:day : And ſometimes crying out that he was 
caſt out of Gods ſight. So Fob ſometimes profeſiing, though 
he kill me, yet will I truſt in him ;. And ſometimes changing his 
note ; /f I had called and he had anſwered me, yet I would nat 
believe that he had hearkned to my voice. The Church ſpoken 
of in the Lamentations,Sometimes lamenting,my ſtrength and 
my HOPE tu periſhed from the Lord; and ſometimes again 
confeſſing I have HOPE, Pazx/ had the ſpirit as well in his 
buffetings, as in his rejoycings, And David, when he prayed 
reſtore to me the joy of thy (aluation, as when he felt it. 
The Spirit led Chriſt to: be rempted ; as well as ſup: 
ported him, and brought him back into - Galilee : Luke 4. 1, 
&c. A man may have the ſpirit in the Fight, as well as in the 
Triumph, He hath the ſpirit that ſoweth to the ſpirit in 
Tears, as well as he that reaps in joy. Therefore you may be 
miſtaken in ſaying you have not; the ſpiric, ſeing it works ſo 
variouſly. | 

3. This ſpirit may-exerciſe it ſelf in thee in duties one way, 
though it be nor felt but another way : as in prayer, ſome- 
times tuning thy love, ſometimes thy hatred, ſometimes thy 
humility,ſomerimes thy joy. Therefore do not wrong the pi» 
rit of God.and fay it is from home, becauſe you feel not joy. 


. -Do not fay it is idle;for it may be working in another room, 


tuning another Zrace.Ifa man ſhould alwates touch one key, 
he ſhoald never play various tunes. Now our hearts are Gods 
Harps. Rev. 14, 2. and 15. 2, And therefore if God ſhould 
not tune them variouſly, there would be no melody. Andif 
the ſpirit be not ſetting op a candle in thee, ic may be 
ſcouring of a candle-ſtick : I mean , If ic be not filling 
thy heart with joy, it may be preparing thy theart- for 
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4. There may be workings of the ſpirit in the heart, and 
yet ye may not perceive it is the working of the ſpirit, As 
in a peice of blunt money, that ye can ſee no markupon, 
you will ſay, by the bigneſs it ſhould be ſuch a piece, ſix pence, 
or a nine-pence, but I can ſee nothing upon it. So there 
may be workings of the ſpirit that are not ſeen for the pre- 
| ſent : and yer afterward, when the ſpirit worketh another ,,, 
way, then thou maiſt perceive thar this was of the ſpirit. 
The diſciples that went to Emma, knew not Chriſt while 
he was opening the Scriptures to them, which was the 
likelieſt time; yer they knew him in breaking bread : And ,,,,., 
then they could call to minde the burning of their hearts by 
the way. Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked 
to us by the way, and opened to us the Scriptures ? juſt as ic "FS + 
is in our buſineſſes in the world, many ſecret providences, "a. 
which a-man doth not ſec to be a providence, ill after by | } 1% - 
ſome other iſſue he calsit to minde, and ſees it a providence : 
So God hath his glory at laſt. As Zacchews climbing up into 
the figtree, what could a man pick out of it ? till afterward 
that Chriſt tells him he muſt abide ar his houſe : then it ap= 
peared to be a providence. So in the Diſciples being ſo im-  444S7 
portunate with Chriſt ro ſtay, when he made as if he would | : 4h 
have gone further, they ſaw noching init for the preſent: 
- but afrerward when Chriſt was diſcovered to them , then 
they ſaw it was of God. Theſe were works of the ſpirit, as 
the event did ſhew : But they ſaw them not for the preſent, 
till the further work of the ſpiric did manifeſt them: Then 
they faw all theſe to have been of the ſpirit. So if a man have 
a work in his heart, that he can make little of : I would coun» _ 
ſel that'man to. follow on, to fee what'will come of it 
afterward - for it may be after ſome other work of the ſpi- 
rit he ſhall perceive it, though for the preſenthe ſee ic 
nor. | {Is 
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Now for particular diſcermng of the ſpirit in duty. | Panleulars * 

ts how to diſcern 
1. Doeſt thou find thy heart faſhioned, or in faſhioning, _ : 
c0 | ; i 
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to a perſonal love of Chriſt , a perſonal union with . 
Chciſt himſelf > The Spirit of God is the FaRor for Chrilt, 
the Spokeſman between Chriſt and the heart, to treat che 
marriage. So that herein the Spirit preſents Chriſt as all-fair, 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſand as Car. 5.His love,and reign, 
and Kingdome is preſented to thee in a glorious ſhew. Now 
with this, doſt thou find thy heart in faſhioning to a deſire of * 
Union to conſent to marry with ſuch a Husband ? I ſay to 
a perſonal love, not of his benefits, but him firſt, and then 
toall his benefits ? To take him as God gives hmm, Rom. 8. 
32. If God have given us hisſon, how ſhall he not alſo With 
him freely give us all things ? When he is ſuch an objeR, that 
thou canſt leave Father, Mother, Wife,Children, Liberty, Life, 
and all for his ſake. 

At firſt there may be ſelf-love ; but in time, every ſpi- 
ritual man will riſe to a perſonal loye of Chriſt himſelf, and 
not only his benefits. | 

2. Doth thy heart and the word, thy heart and thy peti- 
tions go together, and comply : ſo that thou art taken, and 
much affeRed with the ſweetnes of Chriſt > And ſome ſen- 
tence of Scripture or prayer that carries thee out of thy ſelf, 
when thy heart complies with ic ſuddenly, and ſtrangely: I 
mean , art thou wonderfully raviſhed, and carried out 
of thy ſelf deſires and ends, to God and for God ? It argues 
the ſpiric, 

3. Are there any graces ſet a work evengelically in thy 
heart; Love, Humility, Sincerity, or the like ? That is, If 
thy Faich or love be fet a work by the love of God to thee : 
Doth the freſh. preſentings of the love of Chriſt to thee in 
thy duties, freſhen thy love to him, and thy graces in thy 
heart ? This is an Argument of the Spirit; When our hearts 
give Eccho to Gods, voice. Plal. 27. 8. when thou ſaideſt 
ſeek ye my face: My heart anſWered, Thy face Lord will I 
ſeek, This was the Spirit of God that thus ſets the heart a 
work to Anſwer to Gods voice. .. ......... ith 

4. Are your hearts moved from the feeling of the experi- 
ence of the love of Chriſt, to give your ſelycs ro Chriſt again 

in 
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in duty ? This is the Spirit of God. For the heart cannot 
be cartied direRly to Chriſt for Chriſt, but by the Spirir of 
Chriſt. 2 Cor, 12.9. 10. eAnd he ſaid, my grace ts ſufficient 
for thee ; for my ſtrength is made perſeft in weazneſs. Moſt 
gladly therefore will I rather glory ia mine infirmities, that the 
poWer of Chriſt might reft upon me. Therefore 1 take pleaſure 
in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, 
in Diſtreſſes for (hriſts ſake : See here is doing or undergo- 
ing any thing for Chrift, And mark from what ground, 
even from experience ; for when I am weak, then amlT 
ſtrong. ; 

5, Obſerve the manner of the combat, which the heart. 
hath againſt che world, or the fleſh, or any beloved(in. 
There may be a Combat in wicked men, between fin, and 
ſhame; Between conſcience, and fear of Hell ; berween 
defice, and fear : Therefore mark, when (in draws thee, 
with what weapons thou fighteſt againſt ſin. 1s it the love of 
God that makes thee thou wilt not fin 2 Doſt thou ſay I will 
not becauſe I love God ? is thy heart drawn to God Evan- 
oelically ? Here is the Spirit luſting againſt the fleſh : not 
conſcience againſt ſin. The manner of the fight , ſhews 
whoſe the fight is: For the Spirit of God cauſeth a man to 
ſer the love of God, and the promife of God , as the. 
only Arrow againſt ſin, Here it is evidenced to be the 
Spirit. 

.' 6. A man may know the Spirit by the diſcovery of fin - 
for the Spirit may evidence it felf in an humble diſcovery of 
fin, as well as joy, in working the heart to ſelf loathing. Ic 
diſcovers ſpiritual fins, bye and baſe aims and ends ; ſecret, 
and by-reſpe&ts, when a man looks aſquint from God ; ſe- 
cret and by: turnings of the heart, thac never came into the 
eye ofthe world, I'fay, the diſcovery of fin is an excellence 
work of the Spirit. Ezek.36.31.1 will pour upon thens my - af 
rit, ( faith the Lord) And what then ? Then ſhall ye remember 
your waies and your doings that Were not good, 'and ſhall loath 
Jonr ſelves in your oWvn ſight for your iniquities,and your abomi- 
nations, To diſcover ſins lo far as they are a deteltation to the 
F 2 | heart ; 
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truth of his 
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33 The fourth troubleſome thought, his tranſlation 


heart; ſo far'as they are a bar to the raigning of Chriſt, 

The fourth thought that riſeth in the heart, and troubleth 
it, is this, whether his tranſlation into the ſtate of grace be in 
eructh or no? whether he hath the ſound work of regenerati- 
on or no ? For ( faith the heart ) there are many ſemblances 
and fſhaddowes of grace ; True faith, and falſe , True love, 
and falſe ; like on another : falſe Samnels, ni Samnels man- 
tle. And ifa man ſeriouſly weigh himſelf, his good againſt 
his bad ; His ſanRtification, againſt his corruptions ; Nis 
obedience againſt his rebellions, and blemiſhes 5 his faith, 
with his diſtruſt ; and his new work, with the old man 
remaining. If he weigh this, he ſticks, and cannot tell 
which is the heavier in the ballance : Burt as preſumption 


and pride makes a man think the beſt of himſelf ; fo many 


times when a Godly man is hambled / eſpecially when a 
orain of Melancholy is mixt with it _) it makes him think 
the worſt of himſelf; And hereupon a Godly man many- 
times queſtions himſelf, and thinks alls naught with him ; 
And ſo he queſtions whether his grace be grace orno ; And 
now his heart is troubled, and doubts and diſcouragements 
riſe in it, | 

Now the ground of theſe difcouragements in this kind are 
ſuch things as theſe. | 

I. Heſfaith , He cannot fay nor ſce, That he was brought 
into God at the firſt by any remarkable work of Humilia- 
tion, or by any ſuch converſion as will witneſs to it ſelf 


by any hand of God as ſome others have been : Therefore ' 


he begins to Queſtion his graces. | 

2, Hefinds ſome peculiar fins and corruptions, that hath 
hung upon him long , and hath haunted him a long time ; 
whicther they be omiſſions, looſneſs of heart, &c. that hath 
haunted him a long time : And hence he is troubled, and 
Queſtions his converſion. 

3- He hath Diſcovered new ſins and corruptions which 
before he did not obſerve , after a long time in the ſtare of 
grace ; And finds new ones which he did not know of : And 
he knows not but there .may be more behind, And fo fear 
atiſeth, wo 4. He 


Sade 


into the ſtate of erace s not right. 

4. He finds his heart many times looſe in ſpirituall duties, 
the thoughts thereof roaring and ranging this way and th 
way,when his heart ſhould be kept toGod:By-thoughts come 
thick upon him as motes in the Sun, and he is as ſure to be 
haunted with them, as to find his ſhadow in the Sun, And 
hence he is troubled, 


5. Hedoth not find that growth in the Inward marrow of 


Religion that ſhould be in him anſwerable to his time and 
means of knowledge. For though he grant he hath grown 
in Knowledge, and ſome externall parts and gifts , as utter- 
ance, and the gifts of Prayer, and Propheſie &c. yet he' finds 
not that he is grown in Spirit, and inward acquaintance 
with Chriſt, 

6 He finds the exerciſe of his graces, Faith, Love, Patience, 
&c. failing ſometimes when he hath moſt need of them : And 
that the Diſpoſition of his heart in the cauſe of God ſome- 
times fails, comes ſhort of that aAivity that ſhould be init : 
And the exerciſes of his graces in putting forth, are many- 
. times ſtained. 

7. Hecannot attain to ſomething that he ſees in other 
men , that peradventure were after him in Chriſt, and are in- 
ferior in gifts : yet he cannot attain to that life of Grace he 
ſees in them, nor to that Humility, nor Love,nor defire, 
nor reſoluteneſs for truth , nor ſelf-deniall , nor Heayenly- 

mindedneſs ; And hence he fears his condition, 

” 8. He finds he enjoyes God leaſt many times when he ſets 
himſelf the beſt abour it, and goes abour to fit his Soul to en- 
tertain Chriſt, as in faſting, &c. 


9. He hath hurt the Cauſe of God, when God hath 


brought him upon the ſtage to have done ſomething for 
God : perhaps to have ſuffered for God ; And upon this, 
queſtions the truth of his grace. 

10. He hath oftentimes relapſed it into the ſame ſin which 
formerly he hath purſued with particular ſorrow and grief ; 
And prayed and reſolved againſt it;and this troubles him. 

11. He hath grieved the Spirit, and negleRed Chriſt for 
trifles, for ſmal matters,things of the world, yain pleaſures,&c. 

F 3 . 13, Laltly, 
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12. Laſtly, He hath found his heart apt to take liberty,and to 
be looſe, when Occafion and opportunity hath ſuited to him - 
when he might be fecret from the eye of man, cloſe, and hath 
had an oppeccunity to enjoy his ſelf- pleaſure , he hath found 
his heart looſe. And from ſach like grounds as theſe,he is ma- 
ny-times calt into reaſonings, and Queſtioning the eruth of 
his ſtate, whether his converſion were ever right, and ſo he 
is troubled, | 

zo to ſerle Now forthe ſetling of a mans ſtate thar is thus incumbred ; 
4 Ro And to cut of all Queſtions and diſputes , which the heart of 
chougtr. 1% man may breed: What if there may be a ſhorter courſe taken 
for the ſerling of a mans heart , then ro ſtand weighing of a 

mans Graces and corruptions together ? for though the leaſt 

piece of money hath ſome diſtin ſtamp upon ir, that a man 

may know it from a Counter ; And every grace in a mans 

ſoul hath ſome mark of cruth upon ic; Yer I fay , what if 

there be anotker courſe , that a Chriſtian may take, when his 


own heart raiſeth [ſtorms in this manner,to take another courſe. 


to clear it from ſuch Rocks and Shelys ? 
And that 1s, 


Generall pro. In theſe Caſes, And in all theſe Caſes, to go immediately 

politions to Chriſt by faith ; And to caſt your ſelves upon him ; yea to 

Ro - calt away your ſelves upon him , not ſo much as queſtioning 

By. *" what ſhall become of you; bur to go out immediarely:to him, 
Yea, Ifay , though your hearts be fall of deceit and Hypo- 
crilie ; yet I would go out for all this, and intrude upon Chriſt 
(as I may ſay ) by an impud.nt kind of belceving : and fay 
thus ; 


Lord , If my graces give me no comfort, Chriſt (hall; 
And ſay thus , God hath laid in Sion for a Foundation a Stone, 
a tryed ſtone, a precions Corner ſtone, a {are F onunaation, Iſa.28. 
16. And be that beleeueth on him, ſhall not be confounded. 
i Pet,2.6. SET” 

Now there muſt be a courſe taken to keep the heart from 
wrangling : For ſome may ſay , what is this to belkeye ina 
Stone 2 REN _ _ That 
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That is, tobein, and to be by faith buile upoa Chriſt ; 
And by faith to lie faſt in the faſt lieing of this Stone : And 
in the faſt levelling and laying of this ſtone, would I lie faſt. 
Friends, If your Graces yeeld you but a little comfort ; then 
preſently flie to Chriſts perſon, and perſonal offices : 1 would 
have you flie from your (ins to Chriſt , and I would have you 
flie from your graces to Chriſt too ; For he is the Boat to re- 
ceive you both from damning fins , and imperfee graces ; for 
the Alſufficiency of Chriſt needs not thy graces to make ic 
perfeR, as if he could not ſave thee without the perfeRion 
of thy graces. Thus doing , thou ſhalt honour Chriſt above, 
and ſweeten him morg then thy own graces : And if at any 
time thy heart wrangle thee out of thy graces, yet let it neyer 
wrangle thee out of Chriſt, If thy graces be a quagmire, that 
thou ſhake upon them, then Chriſt is a Stone lies firm. A 
man may truſt coo much upon his graces, but he cannot truſt 
too much upon Chriſt. A man may take too much hold upon 
the Mil failes, ( fora man may take ſo falt hold he may be . 
eurned about ) but not upon the mil-poſt. Learn the uſe of 
Faith, which is of uſe to carry thee out of thy 
ſanRified ſelf, to live ut of thy ſelf, to build our of thy ſelf, 
to carry thee by faith and hope out of thy ſelf to Chriſt. 
Gal. 2. 20. The life that I live in the fleſh , 1 live bythe faith 
of the Son of God ; who loved me , and gave bimſelf for me. 
See how Paul lives here, not by any thing bur faith in Chriſt. 
I amcrucified with Chriſt ; nevertheleſs I live ( faith he.) yer 
notI: Leit any ſhould think. he lived upon his graces and 
ſanQification,, He addes, But Chriſt liveth in me ;, Now leſt 
any ſhould dream that there is no other Chriſt then. the crea- 
ture hath within in, graces , qualifications, &c. he explains 
himſelf, And the life that Tlive in the fleſh, I live by the 
FAITH of the Son of God, And truely, It a mans heart 
will not be ſetled this way, it will ſcarce be ſetled any way. + 
Now for the uſe of faith in this caſe, . there are. four things pur cond. 
conſiderable. To £5 denble 
: 1, Whenfoever thou art thus puzled, labour to lay Chriſt things, 
! intheotker endof the ballance, againſt all objeRions has 
: ' ty”. 


we 
EO ales __ — tt at gn + 
* 


vs 
OI, en hn 


The uſe of faith in four particulars. 
thy heart can make : This is the ſhorteſt cut that a man can 


make , to plead Chriſt ; yer not the outward name , Which is 


like a charm to charm Serpents : But a faithfull oppoſing of 


Chriſt his merit, his Love,his Faith, his Obedience, to all that , 


can be ſaid. And if all objeRions thac thy. heart can make, be 
all true,if they be thouſands ; thou needeit not be afraid of 
thy Inditement : For the laying of Chriſt againſt them in the 
Ballance will ſtill all. As a man having a Declaration againſt 
him,or an IndiAment declared by ſome Lawyer, or cunning 
Sophiſter; Alas, How i this man put to it,to make his Anſwer 
with ſhifts and evaſions ? But if he have a Pardon in his bo- 
ſom, he would confeſs guilty , without fear : for here is the 
Broad- ſeal.Here is that that puts a man out of doubt. So here, 
If conſcience objeR all thy new and old (ins, that thou haſt 
done from time to time, .and thou goelt any other way to 
make good thy matter ; to thy conſcience, and not to Chriſt : 
thou ſhalt be pur to ſhifts, with a $reat deal of fear, to make 
thy anſwer to thy Conſcience : But now lay Chriſt in the bal- 
lance, do but plead him, and there is a full acquittance. And if 
conſcience objeR old: and new (ins , now by faith lay Chriſt 
a2ainſt theſe;and no more.1f a man be upon a rock,the waves 
that beat againlt it,break themſelyes,but drown not him : Be- 
cauſe heis upon a rock. So when a man goes to Chriſt, and 
hangs upon him by a pure faith ; theſe objeRions break them- 
ſelves to pieces upon' him : A little water it may be , may 
daſh inhis face, but he need not fear drowning. 

For the ſetling of thy ſelf in ſuch a caſe as this, by faith ſet 
thy ſelf before God in the confidence of the love of Chriſt, 
and of the obedience, righteouſneſs', and mediatorſhip of 


*Chriſt alone ; ſet thy ſelf before God in the conſideration of 


Chriſt only. If a ſubjeR dares nog.come before the king, to 


-conteſt with the king concerning his loyalty;yet if the pardon 


be proclaimed, then he dares come, becauſe of the procla- 


- Mation. So do thou 3 : If rhou dareſt not come before God in 
.» reſpeR of thy ſins, yet come becauſe Chriſt is proclaimed: 


And now you put the caſe to another iſſue ; for now you do 


not put your ſelvs upon trial; but you put God upon trial 


whether 


The uſe of faith in four particulars. 


whether he be true and faichfal or no,according to the word of 
promiſe which he hath delivered.in the Book of God : and . 
ſo inſtead of putting thy ſelf upon crial, thou putteſt God 
- upon trial whether he will keep his word or no. And it is a 
work of faith, for a man to ſtand before God in the Love 
which he bears to Chriſt, and in the acceptance wherewich 
God accepts Chriſt, and in the wel-pleaſedneſs wherewith 
he is well pleaſed with Chriſt, Iiſtand not now before Ged 
in the way wherewith he is well-pleaſed with me , bur in the 
acceptation which God bears to his ſon. Fohn 17.26, And 1 
have declared to them thy N.ume, and will declare it , that the 
Love Wherewith thou haſt loved me may be in them'; and 1 in 
them; that is, That thy very Love to me, may redound, and 
be efficacious upon them. Here's a matter that puts a man out 
of quarrels,and ObjeRions, *»m. 

3. If ſo be you ſee an imperfeQion and ebbe in your 
graces ; then by faith , put into Chriſts hand the managing of 
your gtaces : foras the cuſtody and keeping of thoſe graces 
which we have do belong to Chriſt ; ſo doth the welding of 
them by Chriſt make them vig6rous : He can make a lictle 
Srace, alittle faith do great things ; make a muſtard- ſeed 
caſt a Mountain into the Sea. Dependance and reſolution by 
faith on Chriſt, is that which makes a man ſtrong; when 
Chriſt holds the plough,then there is no balk made. Peter had 
Faith when he denyed his Maſter , but he had it in his own * 
hands, and it faints but not fails 3 Chrilts prayer and Jooks 
did ſtir it up again. Habituall grace is in a man 5 Bur aſſiſting 
grace helps a man to at & do./ can ao all things through Chriſt 
that ftrengthencth me. Phil.4.and 2 Cor 4.1. eAs we have re- 
ceived mercy we faint not. Theſe aſſiſtings are called Grace with 
me, Cor.15.10. And Hebr.4.nlt. Grace to help in time of need. 
This is that which bears you up ; for when habituall grace is 
without aſſiſtings,it ſoon fails : as you may ſee in Adam, 

4. Look up to Chriſt alone to bear the iniquity of your 
holy things ; for he is our High-Prieſt that'is ro bear them. 
To him therefore flie , for we are compleat in him. And if 


it 
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the Work, of Santtification in - be imperfett , the blood of Colts; 


The firſt 
Ground of 
this fear. 


2 C0/,13+5, 


Heb.13, 


Lithe 2.24 4+ 


The Particular grounds of this thought 


(rift i abſolutely perfeft : and they are coupled together. 


1 Pet.1.2. Eleft according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
ther, through Sanitification of the Spirit, unto obedience, and 
Sprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt,ec. | 

So much for the General, Now 1 come to anſwer the par- 
ticular objeARions briefly, 

I, Thou feareſt thy ſtate , and queſtioneſt thy converſion, 
Becauſe thou hadſt not ſo extraordinary a work at thy firſt 
Humiliation ; not ſuch a breaking by the -Law as ſome others 
have had : But by intermixing firs, and a ſoft way : Therefore 
thou feareſt, 

I anſwer. Its good indeed for every man to make proof of 
his ſtate, whether he have Chriſt or no : But yet we muſt not 
reſcribe God a way, in what order and Method he (hall 
ring us in. The manner and violence of Humiliation is not 
efſentiall co the bringing a man into the ſtate of grace:nor it 
is no matter whether God open the door with an oiled Key, 
or break it to pieces,ſo he open it. For the end of Humiliation 
is,the ingrafring of Chriſt,& ſaving grace into the Soul. And 
its no matter how the plough go, ſo the corn growing on the 


Land be as good, And no matter for the manner of Humiliati- 


on ; look to the End, look to the Iſſue, look to the fruir of it. 
If God have not broken thy heart with the Beetle of Humi- 
Jliation, but thawed ict more gently ; thank God for it. God 
made two Mediators, Moſes a typicall Mediator to fear and 
quake exceedingly:and Chriſt the true Mediator to ſweat drops 
of blood and be in a pittifull agony. And therefore it God gives 
thee. the fight of ſin, in the Sweetneſs of a Father, in the 
ſweetneſs of a.Saviour , more then in the wrath of a Judge; 
Andif thy tears have flown more from ſorrow of Love, then 
from ſorrow of fear , If he have given thee a new birth, in 
o]entler pangs ;.it may be as true. Onely take heed to. one 
thing, that is , that the ſweetneſs of Chriſt in his dealings, 
make Chriſt as ſweer to thee as thy ſowre ſins would have 
done it. Peradyenture,if thou hadſt had ſome remarkable note 
of Humiliation of Soul,thou mightſt have reſted in ſome ſuch 
work, and have grown ſecute afterward : and the. "_ 4 
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about the manner of Converſion cleared. 45 


fuch a thing perhaps may make thee more watchful afcerward; 

whatſoever courſe God did take ro bring thee to Chriſt, 

make the be(t uſe of it, and it is the beſt for thee. ; 
But-ſome may ſay, will the Ecripture ſhew that Chriſt Scripture 


brings in men to himſelf after different manners and mea- proofes thar 
Chriſts con- 


ſures? ons 
F anſwer, Yea, It is clear by Scripture : And for it, Conſider bow: TO 


theſe things. The word of God (which is the ordinary means 
of f mans converſion ) is compared to rain, Dext.3 2.2. MM | Rom.20, 14. 
doftrine ſhall drop as the dew , my ſpeech ſhall diftill as theram: 
as the [mall rain upon the tender hearbs, and as the ſhoWers up- 
on the graſſe. So Heb 6 7.8, For the earth Which drinketh in 
the rain that cometh upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
them by Whom it 1 dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God : But 
that Which beareth thorns and bryers,&c, Now Rain cometh 
ſometimes by ſudden daſhes ; ſometimes more mildly like 
dew ; ſometimes great drops , and ſometimes ſmall : ſome- 
times fals violently,8&is quickly over;and ſometimes more mo- 
derately and holdeth longer. And if the ground be throughly 
ſoak'r its no matter : it may as well be by a miſt, Gey.2. as by 
oreat ſhowers.So the heart may as well be mollified and ſofc- 
ned by the Lords bleſſing in gentle drops diſtilled upon it as 
by a violent ſtorm. Our Saviour in fark 4.26.27. ſeems to 
ſpeak of ſomes converſion and growth in an inſenfible way; 
the words are theſe, So i the kingdom of God, as if 4 man 
: ſhould caſt ſeedinto the ground ( Seed, that is, The word of * 
God. verſ. 14. Into the Ground ; that is into the man, or 
heart , as the parable before clears it. ) And ſhould ſleep, and 
riſe night and day, and the ſeed ſhould ſpring up he know- 
eth not how. Mark, here is effeuall workings;the ſeed takes 
place, yet in ſuch an infenſible mild way, he that ſowes it 
knows not how 3: which could not be,if all that are conyerted 
to God, were brought over by ſuch violentſtorms as ſome are; 

We read of Pax! ſtrucken down by ſtrong hand, 4#s g. 
But where do we read of any ſuch converſion that Timothy 
had? 2 Tim.3.15.faith Paul, From achild thou haſt known the 
holy Scriptures,which are able to make thee Wiſe to ſalvation,&c. Luke 19, 

| ' 2 Chtilt 
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Peculiar fins hanging long, 
» Chriſt called in Zacheys at once, come down at once , for to 
day I muſt abide at thy houſe ; But the prodigal, was fainto 
be ſtarved out by degrees. Some may bein ſuch a caſe as they 
may be mightily preſſc at, and wounded in the heart ; 0- 
thers may have the word dropped in more gently, by gen- 
tle inſtructions, as the ZEnnnch Af. 8. We read not of any 


ſuch heart: breaking, Rock. renting tempeſt that he had, and. 


yet faith truly wrought. 

To conclude, I conceive, all that the Lord brings in, he 
doth it oy the blowing of his ſpirit. John. 3. 8. The winde 
bloweth Where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but 
canſt not tell whence it comes nor whether #t' goeth : So 6 
EVERY one that 7 born of the Spirit. But whether it bea 
winde to break the Roks, or a fit winde ; whether a high 
winde, or low gentle puffs, that is in Gods choiſe : whether 
a North winde, or South- winde, as Cant. 4. ult. Awake 
thou North Winae, and come thou South ; blow upon my garden, 
that the Spices thereof may flow out, Mark it, thoucanſt not 
ſay thy Spices flow not out, becauſe the North winde 
blows not : The South may make them flow out as well. 

2. Thou faiſt, Thou haſt ſome peculiar (ifis that hang upon 
thee, and have -hanted thee a long time, omiflion of duty, 
Pride, Luft, Paſſion, 8c. 

I Anſwer, thou can(t not conclude thou haſt no grace there- 
fore, nor thy (tate naught becanſe of this; Gods ſervants 
have had corruptions hung long upon them, yet true con- 
verts; The Prophet fonah had paſſion hung long upon him; 
And Heby. 12. 1. There is mention made of the (in that doth 
ſo eaſily beſet us What meaneth the weights that hang on, 
and che fin ſo eaſily beſetting.us, but that it continues long ? 
what means the continuance of the combat between the fleſh 
and the Spirit, but that corruption hangeth long ? See how 
Paxl exhorts the Colloſhans Chap» 3. 5. 6.7. 8. Aortifie 
therefore your members which are upon the Earth, Fornication, 
 Uncleaneſs, Inordinate affeftion, Evil concupiſcence, and Co- 


vetouſneſs which 1s Idolatry. For Which things ſake the Wrath 


of God cometh upon the Children of diſobedience, In the which 


» Je 
PX 


EIS oe a 4. om a ae. © md a eu 


=; '  ſpokento, &ce. a7 

Je alſo walked ſometime, when ye lived in them, Mark, They 

: had walked in theſe, and now did. not live in them; and yet * rt fo 
4 they hung upon them ſtill, were not quite dead 4 for he ex- — | 
horts to mortifie them : And ver. 8. e-£ud noW alſo ye, pnt off yeq to Tar- 

all theſe, Auger, Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, Filthy communi- ſhiſp. And ye 
1 Cation ont of your month ; Lye not one to another, &C, Theſe after God had 
Colloſſians were Saints, Coll. r. 2, Yet theſe things were nat kell,h DR 
wholly put off. And Chriſt Gith to his Diſciples, Are ye «l/o 1; i160 paſ- 
yet without underſtanding > Matt. 15. 16, Importing igno- fion hang on © 
rance hung long ; and 9h. 14. Have I been fo long time with him again? 
you, and yet thou haſt not thon known me Philip? * But 1997.4.1.2.3.9 
note this, though thy corruptions hang long , and be as 

pricks in thy ſide, pierce thee and pain thee, yet a ſincere 

heart laboureths to »nake profit of his corruptions and infir- 

mities. 


Whats that ? ; 
» 

1. Theſe occaſion his godly ſorrow ; as Pau! Rom. 7. 24, 
complaining of theevil that was preſent when he would do 
g00d, and the law in his members rebelling, and of ſin dwel- 

K ling in him, and leading him Captive, cries out ver, 24. Oh 

| wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this death | See how low thoughts he had of himſelf becauſe 
of this. ; 

2, By theſe Chriſt is ſweetned to a ſincere heart; and by | #- 
them Chriſt is kept within the veiw of the ſoul, to keep the #. $* 
heart near to Chriſt. Rom. 7. 25. 7thankGod through Feſus 46 
Chriſt. So then With my minde T ſerve the LaW of God, but... 
| with my fleſh the Lav: of ſin. Mark here, how precious and 
ſweet Chriſt is made to the ſoul by the conſideration of theſe 
corruptions. 

. 3. Here is ſome comfort, though they ſtick long, if God 
maintain the combat within thee. The fleſh luſteth againſt 
the Spirit, and the Spirit luſteth againſt the fleſh : So that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would ; yecannot, ſaith the GalF;27; 
Apoſtle. If God keep them from raigning, there is ſome 
comfort, Rom, 7, 25. With my CH ] ſerve the Law of 
: | Gl. 
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Againſt the diſcovery of New ſins. 


God, but with my fleſh the Law of ſin. His minde was upon 
the Law of God. There is force in ſin as in a Tyrant ; Bur 
the law of4in commanding obedience, that is not ina man in 


48 


whom Chriſt is : And while the fight is maintained, thou ' 


x 7hn.3.9- maiſtbe ſaid to conquer, though thou beeſt conquered : He 
a that is born of God linneth not. For (in hath nor his will,but 
Cr aning _ committeth a rape upon him. Thus while thy infirmities are 
this end:thacs Cauſed by the Lord ro work good in thy ſoul, they may be 
wickednes, counted a wholſome poyſon. f And all cheſe infirmities can- 
Rom.6.1, not be ſaid to break Covenant with God, while they do not 
force the heart to yeeld to them. And though they be 
troubleſome to thee : yet God hath ſaid Hebr. 10. He will 
| remember them no more. 
"The third 3. Thou faiſt, thou haſt diſcovered new (ins which thou ne- 
ws of this yer ſaweſt before, yea after a long time in the ſtate of grace ; 
_ and thou knoweſt not but there may be more behind undiſco- 
vered : And® thy ſtate may be bad. | 
I A»ſmer, It may be ſo, that thou haſt diſcovered new fins 
that thou ſawelt not before ; but let me rel! thee, the fighe 
and knowledge of (in is good, though lin be not. For it may 
be a ſign that knowledge and light increaſeth in thee, and 
that ſoftneſs of heart increaſeth in thee; Tt is not an argu- 
ment that ſin increaſeth, but that light and ſofteneſs of heart 
increaſeth : For if thou ſeeſt more (ins then formerly thou 
ſawelſt, thou diſcovereſt but what thou wouldſt know, And 
that dothnot argue thy ſtate is naught, no more then ir did 
Jobs, Job. 13. 23. How many are mine iniquities and ſins? 
make me to know my tranſgreſſion, and my ſin. This proved 
not his ſtate nought. For ts good for a man to diſcover one 
after another, that he may deal with them ſingly as it were. 
And it is good to ſee them fingle ; I, though it be after a 
long while, if it be but co keep a man out of love with 
his own heart : - and it may be occaſion of new humbs 
lings. 


One. But Was it ever fo With the Saints of God? 


Yea, there was paſſion diſcovered in ob after a long while 
; | in 
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Examples for the clearing of it. 


in the Rate of grace, ob. 3. So Jeremiah z Chap. 20. 
14, Curſed be the day wherein 1 was born, &c. Curſed be the 
man who bronght tidings to my Father, ſaying a man child ts 
born unto thee, &c, yea and reſiſting God 1n his work, in re- 
ſolution at leaſt, ver. 9. I {aid I1will not make mention of him, 
wor ſpeak in his name, &c. And ambition was diſcovered in 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, after they had been long with him, in 
a familiar way. att. 18. 1. They ſtrove which ſhould be 
the greateſt, a corruption that we ſee not breaking out be- 
fore, And Peter had ſelf ſhewing it ſelf in him in diſſwading 
Chriſt from his ſufferings, and his denying his Maſter z a new 
fin, that he fell not into before. And his diffimulation for 
which Pax/ reproves him to his face, Gal. 2. yea, and Bar- 
»abas, that ſon of conſolation, fell into-,that difſimulation, 
that I never read was charged upon him before, When o- 
ah ſaid I do well to be angry to death ; was not this new 
with him? did you ever read he did ſobefore ? So Da- - 
vids Adultery, and plotting UVriahs death, Who would 
have thought ſuch corruptions ſhould have ever ſtarted up in 
Zeremiah as we read of in Chap. 20. of his propheſy e 

It doth not follow, that becauſe new ſins ſhew them-. 
ſelves, therefore your ſtanding in the ſtate of grace is not 
right. 

For, 

I. It appears the ſaints are in danger of falling into new 
ſins by all thoſe Scriptures and examples mentioned before, 
and alſo by all thoſe Caveats laid down in Scriptore wherein 
they are bidden Take heed, beware, &c. 

2, The Saints have a ſubtle Adverſary, that will not ceaſe 
to lay baits in their way with all the willines that may be : 
And they may be overcome before they be aware as it were. 
Gal.6.1. If aman be OVERTAKEE N. With afault, &c« 
And if new fins diſcover themſelves, then there is new occa- 
ſion to.go to Chriſt ; make that uſe of them, 170h.2.1,2. 
Theſe things Write Iunto you little children, that you ſirt not ; 
but if any man ſin, we have an Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
trons ; and he ts the propitiation for onr ſins, cs ” 
4... 


50 Againſt looſneſs of heart in ſpiritual duties. 


' 4h, ground 4. He findeth his heart many times looſe in ſpiritual duties; 
® fear, his thoughts roving and ranging abroad, when they ſhould \- th 
be kept cloſe to God; by-thoughts hanting him, and coming ' | th 
thick upon him, ec. Therefore ſure he was never right, & 
I Anſw. So it hath been with many of the Saints of God, tt 
that find themſelves in a ſtate of grace. Keep thy heart with mM 
all diligence : what need ſuch an Exhortation, if the hearc 
were not ready to be roving 2 Rom. 7. Saith Part, I find - a 
T HEN a Law, that when Iwonuld do good, evilts preſent 


with me. THEN: when? Why when I would do good, | K 
then. Heb. 12. Ye have forgotten the exhortation, &#c 2 | 
where were their thoughts then, when they-forgat ic? And 
ſo we are oftentimes commanded to remember ; (hewing 
that thoughts are very apt tobe roving, The Apoſtle faith 

 Cel.3.1,2. If yebt riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things that p 
are above, &C, Set your affettwons on things above, not on a 
things below. Which ſhews the heart, and mind, and 
thoughts, and-affeRions had need be called together, they 
will be ſtragling, Rev.3.3. Remember how thou haſt received ] ; 
and heard, and hold faſt, aud Repent., | 
And truly, God may ſuffer this to be, to take off your 
truſt from your duties, and graces, and hearts, that you may 
plant your truſt in God alone through Chriſt : And to ſhew 
you the difference between the Spirics managing of your gra- 
ces, and your own managing of them: that ſo you may planc 
your faith in Chriſt alone. And therefore, if you find your 
hearts deceitful and leofe, do not conclude preſently that 
| you have no work of grace in your hearts : for thoſe looſe 
by-thonghns may riſe from ſome other cauſes. 
. As, | 
Cauſes 1. For want of conſideration what a Majeſty the preſence 
* is that thou art in ; for if we did ſeriouſly conſider that we 
are in the preſence of the King of Kings, the All-ſeeing God, 
that ſearcheth the heart and tryeth the reyns, it would make 
us more ſerious : A man would be afraid of playing with a 
- Feather while he is ſpeaking to the King. 


3. It- 


Againſt want of growth in Religion. Fl 


24; It may be thy affeRions are very cold and chill when 
thou comeſt to duty, and for want of Love being inflamed,thy 
thoughts rove ; for be ſure if thou rake Chriſt as thy treaſure, 
thy heart will be upon him. Love will make you mind the 2Mzr.6. 
' thing loved ; as David, *0h hoW do 1 love thy law \ It is my Pſal L19, 
meditation all the day. | | 
3. For want ot watchfulneſs and vigilanty 5 we are t00 
apt tolet the world and creatures take up our thoughts at 
other times : and then when we come to duty , and would 
F* keep them in,we cannor, For our hearts are like unruly chil- 
dren, if they ulCto have Liberty, they will look for it. When 
the heart hath got a cnſtom of looſneſs, it is hard to keep 
it 10, : | 
4. For want of Conſidering the Excellency of Chrift 
above all chings:For if thou didlt taſte and ſee the Excellency 
of him, it would gather. up thy ſpirits to him alone : Thou 
would(t like Pax forgo the things that are behind, and preſs Ph. 3.7.8. 
forward to the things that are before; And then thy thoughts &'* 
would not ſo much rove after them. 


_ —- —_ 


ma 


Ste 


Means of ſpiritual growth, 
not ſo much pleaſe the ſoul, as the Love of God in the duty, 


it argues growth, 
2. Men try their growth by their reaching to ſome mark 


ſet, asto the top of ſome bed, orbeam, orpin in a wall, 


&c. Soart thou more Heavenly minded, canſt reach neerer 


God inprayer, and duty ? is thy affection more inlarged to- 


wards him , though thou find not him. manifeſting himſelf to 
thee as thou deſireſt ? thou art grown, 

3, Men try their growth by their Abilicy to life a waight, 
or bear a burden. So if thou Canſi not ſee that thou art any 
higher in affeRion 3 yet- if thou Canſt ſuffer more , haſt more 
Patience , and contentedneſs, art able tro bear more, with 
moce conſtancy,and leſs fear &c. thou art grown. 

; 4» By their 5kill ; Though one may notbe grown in height, 
yet he may be grown in wiſdom, and manlineſfs. So, haſt thou 
more skill to ule the ſpiricuall. weapons, able ro-find. out Sa- 
thans deſigns, able to confute an errour, and give thy ſoul 
ſatisfaRion in a truth,then heretofore ? Surely it is growth. 

But if this ſatisfie thee not , make uſe of ſome means in 
which the Lord may make thee grow. . 


They are ſuch as theſe. 


1.. Caſt off-all manner of ſin and corruption ; Mortifie the 
deeds of the body by the Spirit. Rom, 8. 13. If ye live after 
the fleſh,ye ſhall die : but if ye through the Spirit do mortifie the 
deeds of the vody, ye ſhall live.lf the body be fick or diſeaſed, ic 
cannor grow.,eſpecially if it bein a waſte. Why ſuch a diſeaſe 
is fin : Thercfore ger {in purged out by the Blood of Chrift 
and faith in him ; otherwiſe it will poyſen the ſoul, and 
then it cannot grow, as ob 20.14. Speaking of a man hiding, 
and favouring bisſins, ſaich he, Hs meat in his bowels ts tern- 
ed: it # the gall of Aſps within him. This corrupts that which 
ſhouſd nouriſh him ; And thereſore get this out. 

2. Ext thy meat ; And eat wholſome meat : Feed upon 
Chriſt and, ſound doQtrine , wholſom truths : Alas, if a 
child eat not at all , or cat nothing but traſh, Coals, Aſhes, 

p en Earth, 


-. 
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Means of: ſpirituall growth. 


Earth, &c. how ſhould he grow ? So if thou feed upon 
vanities, and not upon the wholſome food of the word,how 
canſt thou grow ? P/al.1.1.2.3. Bleſſed is the man that hath 
not Walked in the councell of the ungodly , nor ſtood in the Way 
of ſinners , nor ſate in the ſeat of the ſcorners. But his delight 
#5 in the L AW of the LORD, and in that Law doth he 
MEDITATE aay and night. That he takes down , and 
diſgeſts. Now mark how he grows, « And he ſhall be like a 
tree planted by the Rivers of water , that brings forth his fruit 
»n his ſeaſon , Whoſe leaf ſhall not wither ; and Whatſoever he 
doth ſoail proſper. So 1 Pet.2.2., As new born babes defire the 
ſracere milk of the WO R D,that ye may grow THEREBY. 
3; Get as much expcrience of Chriſt as thou canſt - learn 
to taſte Chriſt in his Merits , and Offices, and Spirit. Labour 
ſo to grow into Chriſt, that thou mayſt not cruſt to ſwellings 
in ſtead of growth; I mean to outward gifts, 2 Pet.3.18. But 
grow in grace , and in the knowledge of our Lord Feſns Chriſt. 
Epheſ.4.15. Grow up into him in all things which ss the head” 
even (hriſt. C01.2.18.19. And not holding the HE AD, 
ſaith he ; but mark the former verſ. Let no man beguil you of 
your reward in a voluntary humility , and worſhipping of 
Angels, intruding into thoſe things which he hath not ſeen, 
vainly pufft up with his fleſhly mind ; And now mark, And 
not holding the head, from which all the Body. by joynts and 
bands having nouriſhment miniſtred, and knit together , in- 
creaſeth with the increaſe of God. So that if thou wouldſt 


row , thou muſt ſuck of the ſap of life from Chriſt. And 


ecauſe thou feelſt not what thou wouldſt feel in Chriſt, thou 
canſt not conclude thou art not grown. The Apoſtle Epheſ. 3. 


prayeth for the Saints there , that they might have a greater | 


meaſure of Excellency , and ſpiritual perfeRtions ; That ye 
being rooted and grounded in love ,- may be able co com- 
prehend with all ſaints what is the length', and bredth, and 
depth , and heighth And to know the Love of Chriſt that 
paſſeth knowledge , thar you may be filled with all the ful- 
neſs of God. 
4. Be often praying to God -- make thee grow, and look 
. » bo vp 


- 


— Lithils. 


The fixt 
ground 0 
fear. 


Mar. 4.40. . 


Chriſtian graces in the exerciſe 
up to him for help, as Pax, 1Thef.3.12. The Lord make you 
to increaſe, and aboundin Love, &c. Soothe Diſciples, Lak. 
17.5, Lordincreaſe our Faith. | 

5. Get a place in the Houſe of God; a ſtation in the true 
Charch:ChriftianSociety,and fellowſhip of theSaints,is a greax 
kelp to growth.z- There thou ſhalt hear of Chriſt, and haye, 
the excellencies of rhe Spirit diſpenced to thee, P/.92-13,14 
T hoſe that be planted.in the HOUSE of the LORD, ſhall 
FLOURISH in the (ourts of our God ; They ſhall (till bring 
forth frust in their old age, they, ſrall be fat and flouriſhing. S0 
Heb. 10. 23\, 24, 25.” Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering : for he # faithful that hath promiſed. 
And let us conſider one another to provoke to love and good 
Works, But how ſhall this be done ? See, Not for/aking the 
aſſembling of- our ſelves togethtr, as the manner of ſome ts: 
But exhort one another, and ſormmch: the more as you ſee the 
day approaching. In our Fathers houſe there is bread enough 
and to ſpare : there is all varieties to be had that may bt for 
thy growth. Thou muſt be joynted into the building, if thou 
wouldſt grow, Eph.2.21. 1»: Whom all the building fitly fra- 
med TOGET HER, groweth into an holy Temple in the Le rd. 
Col.3.19. All the body by FOYNTS and BANDS, having 
nouriſhment miniſtred, and KNIT TOGET HER, increa- 
ſeth With the increaſe of God. 

- 6. Thou haſt found the exerciſe of thy Graces failing 
ſometimes, when thou haſt had moſt need of them ; and the 


' diſpoſition of thy heart in the Cauſe of God ſometimes fail- 


ing , coming ſhort of that aRivity that ſhould bein ir, or 
the exerciſe of thy graces in putting forth ſtained; There- 
fore thy condition is not right ſaiſt thou. | 

- Doth that follow thinkeſt thou? Did not the Diſciples 
Faith fail them when they had need of it, when they were 
toſt upon the Sea? Where's your Faith? faith Chriſt; they 
had need 'of it then, Ithink you will eafily grant me that - 
And they had not the exerciſe of it, and therefore Mark 
reads it, HoW 7 it that je have no Faith? Yeaand Peter 


- when hedenyed Chrift, had he been fiedfaſtin the faith, he 


6 had 
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« ſometimes fail; and Why. 


had not denyed, but reſiſted Sathan. And Peters Chriſtian : 
boldneſs and courage failed him too, at that time. Did not 
Moſes faith fail him, when God faith, ye beleeved me not? Num, 20] 
And for Love failing, 1f ye lovedme ( ſaith Chriſt ) ye would 
rejoyce, Joh. 14. So 70bs Chriſtian wiſdome faild him in his af. 

fliftion, in Challenging God as he did to diſpute with him, 

and in juſtifying himſelf too far : Therefore God reproveth 


him inthe cloſe of the Book. - And {Þ in the text, Why are ye 
troubled? Their apprehenſions failed them concerning Chriſt. 
But now, This doth not therefore follow that they were ſtark 
dead, and breath gone, and they out of the ſtate of grace 
becauſe of this. 


But then, what ſhould be the Canſe that Chriſtians faich Why Chriſt 
and other graces ſhould be at ſo low an ebbe,when they ſtand ans graces fail 
ſome» 


in need of them ? 


I Anſwer, 1. Becauſe Chriſt alone will be ſeen in the by. *imeswhen 


ſineſs to be all inall : That we may ſee that he doth the 
whole work in us, and for us. As at his death, all muſt forſake 


him and fly, and Peter deny him, that he may alone do all, 1/a.z6 2, |; 


without being beholden to man for any thing. So in caſting 


out that Diyel out of the mans Son , ſpoken of ſar, 9, The - 


Diſciples unbelief diſabled them from caſting him our, that 
the power of Chriſt alone might: be ſeen in doing it, 


3. That the people of God might be humbled our'of them- 
ſelves, and out of the pride of their. own undertakings, when 
they ſee how weak they are, and their graces failing them; 
And that God is all in the thingg as ob. 42. 1have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye ſeeth thee : 
Wherefore I abhor my ſelf and repent in duſt and aſhes, 

3. Becauſe many times they ſtand roomuch upon thejr 
own ſtrength; and live not clearly upon Jeſus Chriſt, as 
they ought to do; and ſo they miſcarry, And that their 
confidence might be regulated. Therefore Peter fell, that 


he might ſee the miſplacing of kis trult. So, 2 {or,1. He had 


the ſentence of death in our ſelves, That We ſhould learn uot 
to truſt in our ſelves, but inGod which rai{eththe dead. And 


in another place, 7 cas do all things through Chrift that Phil, 4 
| H 3 OO ftrengthenecth-- 
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1a,64. 
Rom. 3.27. 


The ſeventh 


round of 
ear, 


Fob 42.7; 8: 
ICT. 1 , Io, 


2 Cor. 12, 
2C07. It. 


[The eighth 
ground of fear 


Theroming ſhort of others 
frrengtheneth me, That we might learn to live above our 


- graces, to have grace and all from Chriſt. 


4. That ſo thou mighteſt learn to deny thy ſelf, in thy 
SanQified ſelf, as well asin carnal ſelf ; in thy very graces, 


and not reſt upon them : That ſo thou mayſt account all chy 
' *Righteouſneſles as filchy Rags : And be for ever kept 'from 


boaſting. 

57. Thoucomplaineſt, thou canſt not attain to ſomething 
that thou ſeeſt in other men, that peradventure were inChriſt 
afrer thee, and are inferiour in gifts : Not to that humility, 


&c. . Therefore thou feareſt-thy ſtate, that thou art not truly 


converted , and haſt no grace, 

'T Anſwer. That doth not follow, that therefore thou haſt 
no grace. Did not Eh paſs the three Ancients ſpoken of 
'in LF in underſtagding and wiſdome? And yet I conceive 
they had grace ; For God cals for their ſacrifices, which he 
would 'not have done,had they been wicked men : For the 
Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, Pro. 


- -I$.8, And did not Pay! paſs all the other Apoſtles in la- 


bour, and ſufferings, and Revelationstoo ? and they were in 
Chriſt before him. And ſary went beyond Chriſts Diſciples 
-in affeRion to Chriſt; for ſhe could willingly ſpend the box of 
oyntment on Chriſt3 but his Diſciples murmured at it : yea, 
'not onely 7das, but the-reſt alſo, as appears ſat. 26. 6,7, 
8, 9,10. &c. Anddid not ary believe the ReſurreRion 
fooner then they? and yet they were longer time with 
Chriſt then ſhe. Again confider God diſpenceth his gifts 
differently according to his own pleaſure,.1 (or. 12- To one 
a word of knowledge, to another the word of wiſdome, to 
- another Propheſie,&c. Now becauſe thou haſt not attained 
to the gift or meaſure of gift or enjoyment that others 

"have, wile thou ſay thou haſt no grace? | 
8. Thou complaineſt thou enjoyelt God leaſt many times 
when thou ſerreſt thy ſelf the beſt about it, and goeſt about 
to fir thy ſoul coentertain Chriſt, or get down corruption ; 

as infaſting, &c. 

I Anſw. It may be ſ6: and yet thou mayſt be one that haſt 
grace 


J 


. : 


. theright hand, thas I cannot ſee him. Here ye lee, he ſets him- 


yy 


in duties, examined, orcs 57 
race too : ſometimes God delays to come in to his people, 
and puts off for divers ends known to himſelf, Hab. 1,2. 0 
Lord ( faich he ) how long ſhall Tcry, and thou \vilt not hear ? 
Jea, cry out of violence, and: thou wilt not ſave? and yet this 
man was Gods. So fob cries out in the ſame words, 7ob 19.7. ES 
Behold I cry out of wrong but Iam not heard :1 cry aloud , but * mm 
there ts no judgement. So David allo, P/al. 69. 3. I am weary T 
of my crying, my beart is drzed : my eys fail while 1 wait for my 
God. And ob 23. 8, 9. Behold I go forwvard, but he 1s not 
there; and backward,but I cannot perceive him : on the left hand 
where he Works, but I cannot behold him : he hides hin ſelf on 


ſelf abour it, but could not find the Lord : He lookrt behind 
him, before him, on both hands, but to no purpoſe. And ſo 
the Church, Cant.3,t 2. By night on my bed I ſought him whom 
my ſoul loveth, I ſought him, but I found him not, &c; She's 
induſtrious, -but finds him alone. | 

What ſhould be the reaſon / may ſome ſay ) that the Lord 
ſhould keep aloof off, when a man ſets himſelf ſo ſeriouſly 
about it, Imean to find him ? Cauſes why 43 

I. Becauſe God: would have the creattire know that he God keeps of. { q 
is free in working : He is not tied to come to preparations * 
or qualifications of the creature : but to his own preparati- 
ons. The preparations of the heart, andthe anſwer of the tongue 
#% from the Lord, ſaith Salomos. Prov. 16. 1. 

2, He would lethis people know that he will be waited . i 
on, to come in when he pleaſes: yet the creature muſt do his \ > 
daty, Seek the Lord, and his ſtrength : ſeek his: face ever- at Wu 
— Pay! prayed thrice before he had an Anſwer of grace, ***' 55+ 
2 (, 07.12: 

3. Many times the people of God have too much ſelf-ends- 
in their duties, and the Lord would have them to ſee it. Zach. 
7: 5. Did you faſt unco me, even unto me ? faith the 
'Lord. And did you not eat for yourſelves, and drink for 
your ſelves?- It may be ſelf. loye may drive a man to it, to 
obtain fome bleffing that he. wants, rather then -to. enjoy 
God himſelf: And God would ſhewhim this.errour, and : 
rake him.off from it. 4+ That 


by 4 
Againſt hurting the cau(e of God. | 
*-4. That they may ſee their former Slothfulneſs, and Negli- | 
pence. Cant. 5. When Chriſt had waited and called for ad. } 
mittance,' and could 'not have ict, he withdraws, to let his | 
Spouſe ſee how he did diſtaſteher Sloth and NegleQ and Ex- 
cules. | | 
5. Thathe might be the ſweeter to thee when he'comes in 
apain, ard that thou mighteſt ſtick the cloſer to him, when 
thou haſt found him again. | 
6. Totry thy Faith, and Patience, and Conſtancy whe. * 
ther thou wilt perſevere in following him, and wait upon 
him, as the woman of Caxaaz did ; though thou have repulſe 
after repulſe, and little hopes in reaſon : yet to try if thy - 
faith can conquer reaſon ; And that thy faith may be ſeen 
with the greater luſtre when it is tried. For God by delay- 
ing and putting off, diſcovers to you the temper of your Spi- 
rits, wherher you will willingly wait the Lords leafure ; or 
whether you will fret and fume, and wait no longer. As we 
do ſometimes by beggers, put chem off or give them no an- 
ſwer ; and if they be indeed in great wants, and of meek ſpi- 
rits, they will lament and weep, and be thankful for a litcle 
 wWhenit comes: But your ſtout ſturdy beggers, when they 
are not anſwered, they will fall a reviling and curſing, and » 
give high words; ſo that by delaying you may ſee their ſpirits. | 
o-doth the Lord by this means ſhew you your ſpirits, and 
temper of heart. 
The ninth 9. He complaines he hath hurt thecaufe of God, when 
Eroundos God bath brought him upon the ſtage to have done ſlome- 
fear.' -- © thing for God : perhaps to have ſuffered. Ando his Soul 
is wounded, and he fears hisconditton, + = 
. Anddid not Peter da ſo ? Did not he fly off when all had 
forſaken Chriſt, and break his word' and reſolution, and 
a ſhamefully deny his Maſter contrary to his former profeſ- 
ſion ? So Moſes, and Aaron, Num, 20, 12. Becanſe ye be- 
lieved me not, 10 ſanttify me in the eies of the children of 1ſ#ail 
( faith God) Therefore ye Ja not bring this congregation 
znto the Land, &c; Theſe men hurt the, cauſe of God, and 
failed when they ſhould have Guck to it ; and yet all real 
LIES -- 0: 7 GR 


-» 
wy 
_—— 


Againſt fear upon relapſes. 59 


10, You ay out, you have oftentimes relapft into the The 20 ground 
3 dame ins which formerly you have purſued with particular © ©: 
 F ſorrow, and grief: and prayed, and reſoleal againlt thew; 
" 3 andrhat makesyou queſtion the truth of your ſtate. 
This is indeed a fad condition; But this doth not prove thy 
ſtate naught; for it hath been the caſe of the ſervants of G 
ſometimes. Therefore ye haye this confeflion, Our back- 
flidings are many ; ſo that you ſee ic was oftentimes,again and 
again. The Prophet fonah relapſed into paſſion, and dif- 
content with God, He was diſcontent with the work CG 
{et him about, therefore he flieth to Tar/orſo ; Fonah. 1. 2. 3» 
And ſorrowes for it, and confefſeth Chap. 2, 8. They that 
truſt upon lying vanities, forſake their own mercies ; yet ſec 
Chap. 3. 1. When God had ſhewed mercy to Naniveh, 
how diſcontent he was withthe Lord again, It diſpleaſed 
7ouah exceedingly, and he was very angry. And when the 
Lord ( that might have confounded him ) reaſons ſweetly, 
and mildly with him, to take him off from his paſſion ; as 
appears, Chap. 3-3. 4. avd providesfor him what he wants: 
yet upona ſmall occation again, the taking away of a gourd, 
| or ſhrub ( and the Lord had a gracious end in it roo, the con» 
vincing of him of his folly in being ſo waſpiſh ) he breaks 
out again into the ſame paſſion or worſe, as if he had never 
ſeen the evill of ic, or been humbled for it. Chap. 4. $. 9. | 
] am greatly angry, Or I do well to be angry even unto fAnd perhaps 
death, faith he. Sce how often he relapſed inco this fin $ and **<prodigal 
Peter denigth Chriſt not only once, but again, and again. ,, 7 Chung 
t And this comes to pals ſometimes. relapſt rang 
I. To let you ſee your own weaknes, that you can do wasa (on be- 
nothing of your ſelves : cannot wichſtand, nor reſiſt, nor-fore,and wick 
overcome ; that ye may be taken off of all falſe confidences, ** Farher,and 
and reſt upon God, aud God alone for help ; That ye may inane" 
reſiſt tedfaſt in the faith. —_— 
2. For the advancement of the praiſe and honour of the And yethe 
ſouls, that can and doth cure when the diſeaſe is more danse- pa. 
rous, when thou art relaprc, y it grows worſe and work I 
as 


wiſdome, skill, and goodneſs of God, the Phyſician of our 25 29 quite 
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60 Againſt grieving the Spirit, 
a3 in curing the woman that had the bloody Tflve, that wa s 
worſe and worſe notwithſtanding all the means ſhe uſed, till 
ſhe came to Chriſt, 

3: This advanceth his Mercy the more, that he doth not 

vite forſake thee, when thou haſt done what thou canſt to 

rive him away; as Micha.7.18, 19. #ho & a God like nnto thee 
that pardons Iniquity, that paſſeth by the trangreſſion of the 
remnant of his heritage ? He retains not his anger for ever, be- 
cauſe he delights in mercy. Oh but I have relap('t, and driven 
him away ( faith the poor ſoul )) But mark now ver. 19. He 
will turn again, he will have compaſſion on us + he Will ſubdxe 
our Iniquities, and thou wilt caſt all our ſins into the depths 
of the Sea. And the prodigal ſaw the compaſſion of his Fa- 
ther the greater in receiving him again after he had run away 
fromhim. - 

11. He hath grieved the Spirit, and: negleRed Chriſt for 

The eleventh .rrifles, ſmall matters of the world ; &c. 
ground of fear. A nq did net Fonah do ſo For a little credit to run away 
from God, and for alittle eaſe to be fo angry as he was, were 
not theſe trifles ? And' this was 2artha's fault, to negleR 
hearing Chriſt for theſe outward things, being cumbred a- 
. bout buſineſſes. And this was eHarons and Miriams (in, in 
. marmuring- againſt 2Zoſes | becauſe of their eſtimation ; 
a poor buſines. And Aarors lin in making the golden Calf, a 
crifling Idol: to grieve the Spirit of God both in himſelf, and 
others, 
And let me tell yon, there may be other cauſegof this diſ- 
Cauſes of r1is. temper, and not becauſe thou art not truly converted, 

I, Becauſe ſecurity may ſeiz upon the ſpirit ſometifftes ; 
deſire ro be at reſt and eaſe, Cant. 5. 1 have put off my coat, 
how ſhall I put it on ? Thave waſhed my feet, how ſhall I de- 
file them > Now ſhe neglects Chriſt, and yet his Spouſ*, 

2, Becauſe the things of the world are ſach bewitching, al- 
luring things, and the Divelis ready to preſent them to thee 

' in the gloriouſeſt ſhew as may be, as he did to Chriſt ; There- 
fore Chriſt for the preſent is negleRed. 

3. For want of a.clcar and more full manifeſtation of the 

Excellency 


6 Y 


Againſt looſneſs upon occaſions. 


Excellency of Jeſus Chriſt. As Paw/ before he had aclear ma- 
nifeſtation of Chriſt, he trifled about legall priviledges and 
duties ; but afterwards he counts them loſs for Chriſt, 


Phil.3.7.8. 


12. Thoucomplaineſt , Thou haſt found thy heare apt to The 1:6 
take Liberty, and to be looſe when occaſion and opportunity 


hath ſuited to thee , when thou mightſt be ſecrer fromthe 
eye of man,cloſe in private, Therefore thou- concludeſt thy 
ſlate is not right,and thou art troubled, | 
This ſome of the ſervants of God have found ; As David, 
when he ſaw Bath/eba waſhing her ſelf, how Fooſe was his 
heart on a ſudden in inordinate luſt after her ? And ſaith he 
Pſ.19. Cleanſe me from my ſecret Sins;(uch as never come into 
the ſight of men. And becauſe of this (T conceive ) there are 
ſuch Caveats to ſhun the very baits and occaſions to ſin. As a 
man inclined to whoredom and luſt ; ſee the adyertiſment, 
Prov.5.7.&'c. Hear me now,O ye children : And depart not from 
the words of my month. Remove thy Way. far from her ( that is 
the whoriſh woman ) and'come nat nigh-the door of her houſe ; 
Leſt thou give thine hononr unto others, &c. and ſo he goes on 
to-verſ.14. To ſheiy the danger of occaſions to that (in. So 
Prov.23. Concerning Drunkenneſs. verſ. 31. Look, not thou 
pon the Wine When it ts red, When it giveth his coloxr in the 
Cup , when it moveth it ſelf aright. Why ? Why thou mayſt 
be catcht with it, thy heart being looſe. And ſaith he, Ar the 
laſt it bites like a Serpent, and ſtings like an Adder,Our Saviour 
knew how apt the hearts of his Diſciples were to be looſe ; 
Therefore ſaith he, Take heed, leſt at any time yorr hearts 
be overcharged with ſarfetting and drunkenneſs, and the cares 
of this life : And take heed and beware of covetouſneſs: And 
take heed of the leaven of the Phariſees which is hypoccriſie. 
And faith Solomon, keep thy heart with all diligence. Now 
what nced all theſe Caveats,if the hearts of Chriſtians were 
not apt to run aſide,and be looſe 2 And this comes to' paſſe 
oftentimes. 
1. Not for want of Grace(becauſe the man hath no grace) 
but for want of watchfulneſs , and diligent gbſervance to 
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 #Hgainſt looſneſs up Wcaſions. * 
give the heart to God, and to walk in his wayes. Prov. 23. 
26,—— 3 F My Son ((aith he) give we thine beart, and let 
thine eyes obſerve my wayes. And then he {hewes (if it be 9. 
therwiſe,) the Danger of whoredom and drunkenneſs: And F 
faith verſ.33. Thine eyes ſhall behold ſtrange Women, and thine % 
heart ſhall utter perverſe things. "5 | a 
' 2. Becauſe the Devil is a cunning diligent Adverſary, to 
lay his baits to deceive at every turn, 1 Per.5.8. Be ſober,be 
vigilant ; for your Adverſary the Devil as a roaring Lyon goes 
about continually ſeeking whom he may devour. $o that now I 
would have you to remember that Gods thoughts are nor 
our thonghts ; nor Gods wayes your wayes : If God - * 
a4 as low thoughts of poor Chriſtians as they have of them- 
ſelyes many times, there were good Reaſon they ſhould 
' be troubled; Bur ſaith he, As high as the Heavers are aboye 
the carth, 'ſo high are my thoughts above your thoughts, and 
my wayes above your wayes; and howloeyer you may cry 
out as Zion If. 49.14; The Lord hath fer/aken me, and my 
Lord qret ne yy yet _—_ what the Lord Os [ 
know the thonghts Thave towards you, thoughts of peace, 
- and'not of evil. The Lord make his poor troubled apy 
know them,and then their heafts will ſertle, 
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Tnagprd Lracapſone When my former Book was Printed, there are 

—_y ts eſcaped-in Printing, and no nores of corre&ion/PrintedgAnd 

ſor ſome weighty reaſons moving me thereto I defire here to note the chief 

| jo them thar 'alrer my fence of things which in the Segſe they go in,1 ſhall 
Owl, 


T he Title of the Book 5s 


eA Wa to Siou fought aug aud found for beleevers to walk, 
8.0. 
Ag.6alin.za for reſolved, r. relieved, p.g7-1.16, f.al! r. of, p.115. 1.34 
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